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Inauguration of the Chapel of father Eymard
This number of SSS International is a special issue devoted to the Eymard Chapel at La Mure. It is addressed
to all members of the Great Eymardian Family to inform them about the renovation works carried out in the
Chapel during these last months, while also thanking all those who have contributed by their donations and
their contribution to the realization of these works.
You will find thus at first a description of the day of the inauguration of the Eymard Chapel, then the homily of
Bishop Guy de Kérimel, followed by a report concerning the execution of the works accompanied by many
photos, and in conclusion the letter of gratitude of the Superior General of the Congregation of the Blessed
Sacrament, Father Eugênio Barbosa Martins sss.

Inauguration of the chapel of father
Eymard, 20 December 2014

Sacrament, who were determined to conserve it as an
important witness of their Founder’s life.

A great festivity took place in the parish of St
Peter-Julian Eymard on 20 December 2014 when the
Eymard Chapel at La Mure was inaugurated after
having been closed for many months to carry out its
renovation!
The ancient parish church of La Mure is dear
to the heart of the Matheysins because Peter-Julian
Eymard, a child of the town, canonized in 1962 by
pope John XXIII, was baptized there on 5 February
1811, the day following his birth. He made his First
Communion here, where he was also confirmed and
his funeral was celebrated on 2 August 1868.
This church thus belongs to the local
patrimony. However, it must be recalled that it
narrowly escaped being destroyed because of its
state of disrepair at the beginning of the XXth century,
but was saved only through the intervention of the
Religious of the Congregation of the Blessed
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The Eymard chapel served for many years for
the parish celebrations. Since the parish of St PeterJulian Eymard was taken over by the Religious of the
Blessed Sacrament, another dimension was added to
this chapel, namely, the emphasis on spreading the
spirituality of Father Eymard in France and also in the
entire world through focusing on encouraging
pilgrimages to it.
In view of this fact renovation works became
indispensable - heating, tiling, electricity, decorating,
but also installation of an ambo, making a niche in the
altar for the relic of St Peter-Jullian Eymard,
enhancement of the baptistery to recall his baptism,
improvement of the sacristy. All these works made
the chapel even more welcoming and conducive to
recollection and prayer, which ought to be its primary
purpose as Bishop de Kérimel recalled at the opening
Mass celebrated on the afternoon Saturday 20
December.

of pilgrimage. He highlighted how fortunate we are as
we are also very close to the shrine of La Salette and
not far from that of Laus, which was so important in
the life of Father Eymard.

This very prayerful celebration was followed in
the premises of the college Lyppra, which was kindly
made available to us by its director, by the
presentation of a slideshow of the progress of the
chapel renovations.
On this occasion Father Manuel Barbiero,
president of the association “The Friends of Father
Eymard in Matheysine”, and Brigitte Cassard,
secretary of this association, expressed gratitude to
all who in one way or another enabled the realization
of this magnificent project.
For this celebration a large number of people
(about 200 persons) gathered in the chapel on a
sunny day. Bishop de Kérimel of Grenoble-Vienne
presided at the celebration, at which the following
concelebrated: Father Patrick Gaso, the Vicar
General, Father Eugênio Barbosa Martins, the
Superior General of the Religious of the Blessed
Sacrament, and many members of this Congregation,
including of course the four priests of the SSS
Community of La Mure, Father Manuel dos Reis
Bonfim, Rector of the sanctuary of Our Lady of La
Salette, Father Ludovic Frère, Rector of the sanctuary
of Our Lady of Laus, and one of the priests of the
South Mountain deanery.
Responding to the invitation sent to them,
several officials were also present, in particular Mr
Fabrice Marchiol, Mayor of La Mure and Regional
Councillor, and Mr Charles Galvin, a General
Councillor.
In his homily based on the Gospel of the day,
Bishop de Kérimel recalled the importance of the
Virgin Mary in the life of every Christian and how she
guided Father Eymard in his path to the priesthood.
He underlined likewise that thanks to Father Eymard
the parish of St Peter-Julian Eymard is a place of
grace and is called to become more and more a place
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Firstly, businesses and artisans, who have
done good work, and sometimes quite gracefully,
volunteers who gave their time to move furniture,
relocate and clean up after work, donors who through
a subscription helped to finance this work, the
municipality that owns the building of the chapel,
without the agreement of which the renovation would
not have been possible, and, of course, the
Congregation of the Religious of the Blessed

Sacrament, which largely funded the project and the
team that realised it.
This show of solidarity was likewise concretely
evident by a concert given in favour of the restoration
on 14 December 2014 by three choirs of the
Matheysin plateau, which brought together a hundred
choristers performing to a packed audience in the
church of Our Lady of La Mure.
Lastly, it is important to recall that this project
has been achieved through the prayer of all the
parishioners, and more particularly by a vigil
organized on the eve of the inauguration in order to
entrust it to the Lord through the intercession of
Father Eymard.
A convivial atmosphere of drinks brought to a
close this beautiful day, which will remain etched in
our memories and hearts. It was a lovely Christmas
gift for all.
MRS MARIE-THÉRÈSE JOUBERT
Parish team member









made himself a son of man, to accustom humanity to
receive God, and to accustom God to dwell in
humanity as seemed good to the Father. Here is why
the Saviour himself has given us the sign of our
salvation; it is God among us born of the Virgin.” (St
Irenaeus)
Everything comes from God in the work of
salvation, but God has longed for the collaboration of
human beings; He wants to do nothing without us.
This is why he calls men and women to collaborate in
his Work. He called Abraham, Moses, the Prophets,
and many others as well like Zachary and Joseph,
who received a visit or a message from the Lord’s
angel.
But, more than any other human being, God
asked for the collaboration of the Virgin Mary, who
was endowed with grace and preserved from all sin
from her conception. God sent the angel Gabriel to
ask Mary to be the mother of his Son, the mother of
the Saviour. Mary’s attitude is a total availability, but
since she didn’t know man, that is, because she has
no intention of being united to a man, she asks the
angel for clarification. Then, she expresses her
acquiescence and the gift of herself.



Homily of Mgr Guy de Kérimel
Bishop of Grenoble-Vienne
20 December 2014
As the feast of Christmas approaches the
liturgy invites us to meditate on the prophecies and
events that announce and immediately precede the
coming of the Saviour. The gospels of these days
have made us listen to the announcement to Joseph,
the announcement to Zachary, and today, the
announcement to Mary. God comes to save us and
asks for our collaboration.
Everything is God’s initiative in the mystery of
salvation and its long preparation. “A Mystery kept for
always in silence, now manifested by means of the
prophetic writings” and revealed in Jesus Christ. This
mystery could be summed up by a name: Emmanuel,
God-with-us! God comes to meet humankind for an
eternal covenant, to be established in the midst of
human beings.
However, it is not up to human beings, not
even to King David that pertains the building of a
house for the Lord, as if humanity could get hold of
God! It is God himself who in his Son comes to make
his dwelling among human beings by making himself
like them. Because such is God’s will: to draw
humankind into his own life and to make his dwelling
in the midst of human beings. Jesus is the
Emmanuel, God-with-us, announced by the prophets;
He becomes man to reconcile human beings with
God and to teach them to live with God. “Yes, it is the
Word of God who has dwelt in humankind, and who

Henceforth Mary’s whole life and being will be
at the service of the redemptive Incarnation of God’s
Son. Mary is inseparably linked to her Son Jesus;
they work together and with a single heart for
realizing the mystery of salvation. “From the moment
of the Annunciation, the mind of the Virgin Mary was
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introduced into the radical ‘newness’ of the revelation
that God makes of himself, and she became aware of
the mystery,” as St John Paul II wrote in his
Encyclical Letter Redemptoris Mater (1987). From the
Annunciation Mary enters into the adoration of the
Son of God which she carries in her flesh. This is why
St Peter-Julian Eymard said that she is the Mother
and Model of adorers.

Mary is the Mother of the Son of God, his
Servant, and his Spouse. She is his first collaborator.
However, God continues to call men and women, and
all the baptized, to collaborate in the mystery of
salvation, to work at the service of the redemptive
Incarnation of his Son Jesus.
He called to his service St Peter-Julian, in
making him his priest, servant of the Good News of
Jesus Christ, dispenser of the graces that God grants
us through the humanity of Jesus. The priest is a
sacrament of Christ, a sign of Christ present in the
midst of human beings; Christ through the priest
continues to proclaim the Word, to baptize, to give his
Body and his Blood as nourishment and drink of
eternal life, to care for little ones, the sick, to forgive
sins. St Peter-Julian was ordained to be at the service
of Emmanuel, of the Word made flesh, so that He
continues his work of salvation until the end of time
through the ministers whom he choses.
We know how much Peter-Julian Eymard was
indebted to Mary, particularly all the graces he
received at the shrine of Our Lady of Laus. “If I am a
priest, I owe it to the most Holy Virgin; without her I
wouldn’t have been ever able to overcome the
numerous obstacles preventing the realization of my
desires”. It is thus that Mary attracted him to the
recently founded Society of Mary, the Marist Fathers.
How could he be better at the service of the
redemptive Incarnation of God’s Son than by placing
himself in the school of Mary? It is moreover in the
school of Mary that St Peter-Julian Eymard
understood ever better the centrality of the
Eucharistic mystery. At Fouvière he received the
insight about his future foundation: “Mary showed
herself to me, clothed in white and told me that she
wanted that I devote myself to honouring her Divine
Son in the mystery of the Eucharist”.

4

Mary focused him on the Eucharistic mystery
as the heart of the whole mystery of salvation, the
sign par excellence of God’s presence in the midst of
humankind, the sacrament of the New and Eternal
Covenant. Here’s where on earth the mystery of the
Incarnation arises: in the sacrament of the marriage
of the Lamb, in the transforming union between God
and humanity, because as everyone knows in
receiving the Body of Christ we are transformed into
him. The Eucharist, the source and summit of the
Christian life, as the Second Vatican Council said, is
the Sacrament of the redemptive Incarnation. St
Peter-Julian in the school of Mary consecrated his
whole life to this mystery.
Brothers and sisters, God calls us also to
collaborate in the work of his Son, to place ourselves,
each one according to the grace received, at the
service of the Emmanuel so that we may always be
more present in the real situations of our world and
above all to people. The Fathers of the Blessed
Sacrament, following the charism of their Founder,
are helping us to go directly to the heart of the
mystery and to live from it so that the fire of divine
love contained in the sacrament of the Eucharist is
spread ever more widely in our hearts and in the
world through our apostolate.

The inauguration of this restored chapel, a few
days from Christmas, is an invitation to adore the
Word made flesh, it calls us to enter into all the depth
of the mystery of the Incarnation, so that the Church
may be a sign of the presence of the Emmanuel,
God-among-us. This chapel, with the relic of St PeterJulian Eymard, with Eucharistic adoration, with the
celebration of the Eucharist, is a grace for the parish
and the entire diocese, and for all the groups of
pilgrims who will stop here.

The Fathers of the Blessed
Sacrament and the parishioners have
contributed and poured themselves out
for the restoration works; in a certain
manner each time that we give
ourselves for a work of the Church, it is
Christ who calls us to place ourselves at
the service of the mystery of the
redemptive Incarnation.
At this time of Christmas, each of
us is invited to say again his “yes” with
Mary’s help! God wants to be present
among our contemporaries, let us offer
him our availability!











Presentation of the works
On 20 December 2014 after the celebration of the inauguration of ‘Eymard’ Chapel, Father Manuel Barbiero with
Madam Brigitte Cassard presented a slide show about the works carried out. With the civil authorities, the following
were present: Bishop Guy de Kérimel, Father Eugênio Barbosa Martins, the Superior General, representatives of
the Congregation, confreres who wished to be associated on this festive occasion, the business firms and those
who were involved in this project, the parishioners and friends of La Mure.
1 - Introduction
“A chapel is also the heritage of everyone”.
Eymard Chapel is a memorial of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard’s life of faith. This life of faith is the true heritage for the
parish whose Patron Saint he is.
In 1867 it was noticed that the Chapel was in a very bad state and thought was given to building a new one. The
war of 1870 impeded any project of rebuilding. Then a large church was constructed and consecrated for worship in
1901. The Chapel became dilapidated, abandoned little by little and neither the diocese nor the municipality wanted
to become financially involved.
In 1901 the municipal Council voted in favour of totally
demolishing the old parish church of La Mure.
On 17 November 1901 the estimated cost for this demolition
was fixed at 200 Francs. The demolition work began at the
beginning of December 1901.
But then out of the blue the already decided destiny of the old
church changed. On 25 January 1902, in fact, the municipal
Council approved an agreement signed by the Mayor ChionDucollet and Bishop Henry, who jointly declared their
determination to save the most ancient part of the old church.
How can this sudden change be explained? What brought
about the reversal of a decision already taken between the
Municipality and the Diocese?
The Agreement states: “[…] in order to conserve the most
interesting part of the old church of La Mure, which goes back to the Carolingian epoch, and which recalls historical
and religious memories dear to the population.”
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But these very reasons hadn’t impeded the decision taken to demolish the church totally. What new factor came
about?
A major event was going to save the Chapel: the process for the canonization of Father Eymard was opened. It was
Father Tenaillon who was in charge of the dossier and the religious of the Blessed Sacrament had a common
concern: they wished to conserve an important testimony of Father Eymard’s presence at La Mure. It was Father
Estévenon, who from the United States would gather funds to buy the ruined church and to restore it in memory of
Father Eymard. The Mayor Chion-Ducollet approved the conservation of the clock tower, the sacristy, the apse and
the first transept.

2 - The start of the works
An initial study by an architect enabled us to give an orientation to the restoration works of the Chapel. The
implementation of the project was rather lengthy due to administrative reasons as well as initially because of
financial reasons. Note that it was the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament - namely, the two SSS
Congregations and all the lay associates of the communities present in the five continents - that provided the
necessary budget to undertake the launching of the works.

3 - Development of the works and removal
The edifice of the Chapel belongs to the Municipality and it was Mr
Souchon, a Director of Technical Services, who was delegated by the
Mayor, Fabrice Marchiol, to follow the project management and
contracting.
The parishioners rolled up their sleeves and things moved on apace.
The Municipality offered its contributions by their logistic support: loan
of a flat truck and the use of the premises of the former gendarmerie,
and active participation of personnel for moving and relocating
materials. Likewise, a landscaping company helped us with the use of
an open truck to move and reinstall the pulpit.

4 - Demolition of the paving and contribution of willing helpers
A contractor from the Public Works graciously ensured the demolition and removal of the paving. Its gesture was
instigated by a particular well-wisher. Many companies followed his example and lent their services and all their
professional skills. Without this first gesture, we would not have envisaged such solidarity, such generosity. Without
this first step, we wouldn’t have dared to ask.
We point out among other things: the loan of a lifting equipment with a driver to move the baptismal font and to
replace it onto its new base; the installation and loan of a hoist to clean the exterior of the windows.
Help is a source of joy for two persons: the one who helps,
and the one who receives it.
Numerous parishioners made gestures of help, sometimes
simple, but generous (coming from the heart) in moving,
cleaning the pews or table, the tablecloth, making a
garage available, the restoring of the altar, alterations,
providing even a nail or screw. All participation was
indispensible to achieve the final result that we can
appreciate today.
Also note the contribution of the mason who kindly offered
to dig the niche in the altar for inserting the relics of Father
Eymard. He also made the base of the baptismal font.
All this generous sharing of dedicated time has enabled us
to realize substantial savings difficult to quantify.
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5 - Works carried out through the help of several companies
A church requires the harmonising of many dimensions. In order to express a unity between the human and divine,
it requires from all necessary know-how.
The companies were selected according to a specification in view of the best offer regarding “quality/price”.
We thank all of them for their quality work and the serene atmosphere, in which we were able to share our ideas
and find the most appropriate solutions. The works undertaken have contributed to make this Chapel beautiful and
welcoming in regard to the following features:
- Masonry work for the heating and setting down of the floor tiles as an essential base for all successive works.
- Installation of plumbing and under-floor heating; this manner of heating represents an important feature of all
the works, because it will permit using the Chapel throughout the year.
- Casing the walls and tiling.
- Installing a standard electrical and sound system, making the church now
more luminous; in this way illuminating fittingly the relic, tabernacle, vault
and baptismal font.

-

A stable ambo in blue stone from Savoy harmonizing with the altar to
highlight the connection between the table of the word and the table of the
Eucharistic Bread; the ambo reminds us thus of the importance of God’s
Word, of which we find in Father Eymard’s writings more than 17 thousand
quotations from Holy Scripture of which he had a great familiar knowledge.

Appropriate attention paid to the left window,
recalling Father Eymard’s profound conviction: “a friend
doesn’t pass by his friend with saying a word” - this friend
being Jesus Christ present in the tabernacle.

-

Insertion of Father Eymard’s relic in a niche dug into the base of the altar; according to a very ancient
tradition within or below the altar the relics of saints were laid; with this relic of the Saint of La Mure he resumes
his place in the heart of his native village, in this church where he was baptized and confirmed, where he made
his First Communion, where he prayed and his faith grew. This church resounded with his voice when he used
to preach. In this church likewise his funeral was celebrated.
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-

A glass structure made to protect the main door and to
retain the heat of the Chapel and new windows in the
sacristy.

Moving of the baptismal font that will enable the
celebration of baptism, recalling the importance that Father
Eymard gave to this sacrament, which he considered as “the
most beautiful day” of his life.

-

The statue of the Virgin Mary, which was part of the furnishing
of the old church, restored to its place; this reminds us of the
Marian devotion of Father Eymard and the confidence that he
always had for this Mother who accompanied him throughout his
life.

6 - Contributions and gifts
The contribution of the Congregation has been the basis, the indispensable starting point that enabled setting up
the agreement between the Municipality and the diocese. This guaranteed the funding. According to the
Congregation’s financial possibilities the works ought not to be more than 165 thousand euro, which has been in
fact paid.
The Municipality made an advance contribution of the VAT (i.e. 22 thousand euro).
The Carthusian monks on being invited to help responded generously as usual (for a total of 15 thousand euro).
The painting, which initially had been reduced to touching up, was able to be carried out in full.
Those responsible for the Bricomarché shop gave us the covering for the sacristy floor at a discount price.
Subscriptions and all donations on site helped raise 16,705 euro, which shows the great interest that the people
have for the renovation of the Chapel.
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7 - Conclusion
A church is at the heart of a human, civil and
Christian community.
The building reminds us of the Church, a People of
God, Body of Christ, which we are.
The Chapel has a particular meaning linked to the
human and spiritual life of the Saint of La Mure.
Gathered around Saint Peter-Julian Eymard, together
we can become the true Temple of God.
All those who have participated in this work have
wanted to contribute to the main thread that guided
Father Eymard’s path, which had its source here in
this church: the Eucharist that constitutes our
heritage and this Chapel that has become our house
for all.
We thank Providence that has been ever present and
permitted us to realise and pay for all the great works. There still remain things for us to do, among which: purchase
of liturgical furnishings, creation of a stained glass window to complete the choir, replacement of some pews,
explanation plaques in many languages to illustrate the important elements associated with Father Eymard.





Acknowledgments
of the General Superior
Fr Eugênio Barbosa Martins, sss
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with the Church and with his brothers. This grace led
him to found three institutes that today have the
responsibility to concretize his dream to spread the
fire of the Eucharist to the four corners of the world.
The Congregation had already done so in
different ways so that the Chapel may be preserved
regarding what it represents not only in Father
Eymard’s existence, but also for the whole Family that
he instituted in the Church. This restoration that is
now completed has been possible thanks to the
participation and communion of the whole Eymardian
Family. We have received contributions from the
Provinces and Regions of our Congregation, from the
Sister Servants of the Blessed Sacrament, from
numerous lay persons of the Aggregation of the
Blessed Sacrament in different countries where we
are present and from the Secular Institute Servitium
Christi. This ensemble of contributions has been for
us a concrete form of witness of the mystery that we
celebrate through these gestures of sharing and
communion. We are profoundly grateful to all our
benefactors.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
This is the moment for us, religious of the
Blessed Sacrament, to offer a real Eucharist, which is
thanksgiving for all the gifts received. We are very
glad about the completion of the renovation of the
Eymard Chapel, which represents for the whole
Eymardian Family a strong sign of communion. We
are grateful to God for the grace that Saint PeterJulian Eymard received at his baptism that was
celebrated in this Chapel. This Chapel is also the
place of his preaching. The grace he received in the
course of his life was not in vain, but on the contrary it
offered him a life of profound communion with God,
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The accomplishment of this restoration is also
made thanks to the ensemble of energies of those who
have recognised in this Chapel its historical and
ecclesial importance for this entire region. We thank
the Mayor for being available in facilitating the
procedures necessary so that this work could be
realized. In the person of the Bishop we thank the
commitment of the diocese with the Municipality for
assuring our financial support.
We are likewise grateful for the touching
gestures of affection and support that the citizens of La
Mure and the Region have shown us through their
valuable collaboration both financial and time and
work, without forgetting the contribution of the Grand
Chartreuse. These concrete gestures clearly represent
for us a truly Eucharistic witness, as an expression of
solidarity, sharing and communion.
The concretisation of this renovation is the
result of a long endeavour of reflection, planning and
execution. It must be recognized that the joy that we
are living today is the result of the commitment of our
brothers and sisters who have daily consecrated their
energies and their professional skills to this laborious
work. Above all, we point out the profound love that
they have shown for Father Eymard in ensuring that
this very important place for the Eymardian Family may
become a place that is even more welcoming, liturgical
and beautiful. Our profound gratitude goes to Mr

Souchon, to the Cassard family and to Mr Escallon, a
commission that has followed the works, as well as to
the association of “the Friends of Father Eymard in
Matheysine” and to all the other well-wishers. May God
bestow on you his graces in abundance for your
dedication in the realization of this project.
Lastly, in the person of our dear Father Manuel
who directs our SSS community at La Mure in the
name of the Congregation I thank you, our dear
brothers Fathers Armand, Vergel and Julian (who
recently arrived here). Father Manuel, who is in charge
of the Eymardian Centre, may the experience of a
deepening of the “Gift of Self” of our holy Founder,
which you have expressed with much zeal, make you
always more devoted and available. May the Lord
grant you his blessing of good health and peace.
I join Father Giulio Maccali, a General
Consultor and Secretary of the Congregation to thank
all the persons present and all those who in one way or
another have collaborated in this work of renovation of
our dear Eymard Chapel. May this day remain etched
into our hears as a powerful Eucharistic sign of
communion. Let us continue our efforts to maintain our
living temples and ourselves stay always open and
welcoming to the building up of a truly universal
brotherhood.

The volunteers

Additional material available at www.curiasss.net / SSS Documents / Actualité-Currrent Events-Actualidad /
Inauguration Chapelle Eymard
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