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African Conference - IP4 2020
Programme of Preparation for
Perpetual Profession
The opening of the IP4 began on 11 October 2020 by
a eucharistic celebration over which the Provincial
Vicar of the Province of Blessed Isidore Bakanja,
Father Patrick Adidolo, presided. In fact, after several
delays because of the academic year being prolonged
occasioned by the terrible disturbance of Covid-19, we
found ourselves in circumstances in which the IP4
could not be carried out at the usual time, nor in the
usual place, for which reason it was conducted this
year from 11 October to 21 December in the
Eucharistic Centre at Mont Ngafula. The General
Statutes, in fact, require that Provinces/Regions
arrange that before perpetual profession there be a
period of preparation of three months under the
direction of a competent guide (cf. GS 60.02 §2). This
is a time for deep reflection prior to definitive
responsible commitment.

A programme had been arranged in such a way that
pointed out the objectives of this very important
moment and the daily and weekly schedule, in which
an important place was dedicated to spiritual activities.
Conferences were planned on several themes,
namely: the Founder and the Congregation, our
charism, the vows, religious life… The speakers were
older confreres, except Sister Josée Ngalula who is a
religious of Saint André and a professor of theology,
who spoke to us about the religious vows: poverty,
obedience, and chastity. There was discussion
following the teaching given and weekly evaluations,
which enabled us to improve the carrying out of
activities. Furthermore, every Sunday, two by two we
went to assist in pastoral care at a parish, either at the
parish of the Blessed Sacrament or that of the Martyrs
of Uganda.
The last talk regarding integral human and religious
maturity was given by the Provincial Superior, Father
Anaclet Bambala. This session was interactive and
provided much instruction about fraternal life, dealing
with emotions and responsibility in life generally and
particularly in religious life. Clearly it must be
recognised that most of the conflicts and tensions
occurring in our communities are due in large part to
inability to handle our emotions that brings about
aggressive and hostile reactions.

4 at the IP4
There were four of us: three religious who have ended
the first cycle of theology, Brothers Christian Mukuwa,
Alfred Kumanzembe, Paul Birame Ndour; and a
religious who is completing theology in this academic
year 2020-2021, Brother Boniface Wagane-Faye. The
Director was Father Victor Roland Badji, who is at
present the spiritual director of the Interafrican
Scholasticate Emmaus. During the period of the IP4
focus was directed above all on the value of prayer,
personal reflection, and spiritual reading. This is
because the Congregation highlights as of capital
importance this time of evaluation, retrospection,
reflection, and prayer.
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Session with the Superior General Fr. Eugênio and
the Consultor Fr. Agostinho

ber, with a Eucharistic celebration presided over by
Father Brel Daouda Malela, the Superior of the
Cardinal Emile Biayenda Region and President of the
African Conference (CA). To this occasion, some
scholastic confreres and some members of the
Blessed Isidore Bakanja Province were invited. The
Eucharistic celebration was followed by a fraternal
meal which ended the day.

On 11 December, in the presence of the Superior of
the Province of Blessed Isidore Bakanja of the Dem.
Rep. of the Congo, Father Anaclet, and our guide, we
engaged in conversion with the Superior General and
the Consultor responsible for Africa. This 2-hour
conversation took place virtually by a live video
conference by means of the Zoom Platform. In this
exchange, the purpose was first of all for us to express
our impressions of this period of the IP4,
then about the deepening of awareness
we reached through our intense meditations on the teachings presented in
respect of the different themes, and finally
regarding conveying our concerns and
our suggestions about improving the
programme in the future. Apropos this,
there were certain matters that recurred,
among which were the following: our SSS
identity, the encouragement of internationality, the encouragement for specialization, regular communication between
our various scholasticates around the
world, ensuring always a balance between our spiritual and structural activities
or even between our apostolate and the
resources of our works.

BROTHER PAUL BIRAME NDOUR, SSS

Thus this wonderful period of the IP4
came to a close on Monday, 21 Decem-





Induction of the new Parish Priest
of Canadian Martyrs’ Parish, Rome
Recalling some history
Founded in France on 13 May 1856, the Congregation
of the Blessed Sacrament is at present situated in the
five continents of the world. Sustained and led by the
grace of the Holy Spirit, despite the winds and tides,
this ecclesial institution continues to proclaim the Good
News of Christ to the world through its specificity which
is the Eucharist, following in the footsteps of its lovable
founder, Saint Peter-Julian Eymard.
Moreover, since the Italian Province of Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament was unable to continue the
animation of the parish of Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament and Holy Canadian Martyrs, the Superior
General, Reverend Father Eugênio Barbosa Martins,
and his Council requested the African Conference to
provide religious for this mission. This appeal for
African assistance is in full accord with the wish of the
35th General Chapter to bring about, where possible,
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the creation of intercultural communities for the
fostering of our charism. Thus, under the aegis of the
African Conference (CA) and the General Council, the
Province of Blessed Isidore Bakanja, the canonical
authority of the mission, the Province of Our Lady of
Africa and the Region of Cardinal Emile Biayenda
provided personnel to form the new community of this
parish. So on 1 November 2020, the feast of All Saints,
this new African community received canonical
responsibility for the parish of Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament and Holy Canadian Martyrs.

Induction of the new parish priest
Five weeks after the parish was
canonically undertaken, on 8 December
2020, the solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the auxiliary bishop for the northern
sector the diocese of Rome, Monsignor
Guerino Di Tora came to induct the new
parish priest, Reverend Father Nicaise
Milandou. The Eucharistic celebration
began at half past ten in Rome time.
Before the induction ceremony itself, we
recall that Bishop Guerino Di Tora
highlighted in his homily two aspects of
the Gospel of the day: the fear that had
seized Mary and her availability by her
"Yes".
Fear, the bishop said, made Mary
hesitate and doubt. This sometimes
happens to us: we doubt about committing ourselves
and accepting responsibilities. But we need faith to
transcend this doubt; Mary’s “Yes” made the
impossible possible. We are therefore called to show
ourselves available, as Mary did. In faith she said, "I
am the handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me
according to your word." Let us commit ourselves,
he emphasised, let us be available and malleable to
God’s will. Finally, he invited the faithful to be available
to welcome and work in collaboration with the new
parish priest and the entire team of priests. The
ceremony of the induction of the parish priest then
followed. The essential moments characterising the
induction were: sprinkling with holy water and
incensing of the altar and the faithful by the new parish
priest, his profession of faith, and finally his installation.
At the conclusion of the Eucharistic celebration, the
Superior General expressed gratitude to the Holy
Father, Pope Francis, and to his auxiliary Cardinal
Angelo de Donatis, Mgr Guerino Di Tora, president of
the celebration, the Province Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament represented by Father Maurizio Zorzi, the
former pastor, the new parish priest for his availability,
and all the new presbyteral team. In addition, he stated:
“this is in keeping with our Eucharistic mission. Inspired
by the 35th General Chapter which opens us to
interculturality, the General Council is committed to
entrusting this parish to the African sectors.” He also
urged the parish community to collaborate with the new
team by working in synergy. After the Superior
General, it was the parish priest's turn to speak.
Thanking God, the master of time and circumstances,
the parish priest promised to work with his
collaborators as a team, and invited the faithful to this
same collaboration. Finally, Father Flavio, who had
been a curate, rose to express a word of thanks.

Following the Eucharistic celebration, a meal was
hosted by the community of the General Curia. Thus,
the two communities showed their willingness to walk
together to help the new community to be inserted into
its mission. The meal ended with a glass of chartreuse,
and taking some photographs to commemorate the
occasion.
FATHER SERGE ITOKO MUNDELE, SSS

INDIA
Belong to the Eucharistic Christ
entirely - Perpetual profession
of seven religious
It is a joy for Kristu Jyoti Province, it is a delight to the
whole Congregation and it is an affirming promise to
our founder in Heaven that Eucharistic mission is alive
even during the pandemic as seven religious commit
their entire life for it.
The global COVID pandemic destroyed the dream of
our brothers and plan of the Province. However, the
work of the Almighty was a surprise blessing to have
IP4 possible in this year 2020. Brothers Arokia Inbaraj,
George Fernandez, Raghumani Gardia, Antony
Praveen Varuvel, Sanal D’mello, Anthoniraj Selvam
and Selvadhas Bennet participated the IP4 program
from 8th of September 2020 until 8th of December 2020.
The program was held in Bambolim-Alto Santacruz
Community in Goa. Fr. Sebastian Kitharimuthu was the
director of the program.

3

As India was in strict lockdown brothers were held up
in their homes followed by their annual vacation.
Therefore, we had difficulties not only to bring brothers
together but also to bring animators physically for
weekly program. Thus, most of the courses were
conducted through online. Here I must acknowledge
the willingness and the sacrifice of the SSS religious
from other countries, who animated brothers on
various themes. They had to work on early mornings
and sometimes, late evenings due to the time
differences between the countries.
We all could feel the guidance and protection of the
Almighty as the program was completed smoothly and
brothers made their perpetual profession on 13th of
December 2020 and received the ordination to
diaconate on 14th of December 2020. The parents and
the relatives of our brothers could not participate in
these events. Because they could not travel due to the
lockdown regulations. We see this as a testimony of
our brothers to the Eucharistic Lord. The experience
was so rich for all of us in the province. I share how our
brothers felt, in their own words.
‘One of the most relevant lessons that the Covid-19
has left for all of us is that we need to learn to live with
the bare essentials. Though we could not have our own
families with us on those great days of our life, our SSS
family members travelled from various parts of our
country to welcome us into our Eymardian family.
Indeed, it is such a magnificent joy to belong to Jesus
through the Eucharistic love, which is the life of the
SSS family.’ -Bro. Antony Praveen Varuvel sss

Eucharistic Kingdom on earth.’ -Bro. Selvadhas
Bennet sss
‘The IP4 program enhanced me to be rooted in the
Eucharistic Lord. I was given clear orientation to reflect
on my special vocation of the Eucharistic vocation. I
was empowered by the reflection of our SSS priests
who shared with us at various sessions. Through this
special period, I deepened my knowledge on our
specific mission of the Congregation. By inspiration of
our Founder and through the intercession of Our Lady
of the Most Blessed Sacrament I was able to say a big
yes to the Eucharistic Lord.’ -Bro. Anthoniraj Selvam
sss
‘My experience of Eucharistic Lord was very much
closer to the experience of our Virgin Mother as the
Almighty looked with favor on her lowliness and raised
her up thus all generations call her blessed. Mary's
song of praise reverberates and re-echo’s my faith
journey and life journey with the Eucharistic Lord. I
considered myself as a piece of dust lying in seashell
in a deep sea gradually turning out to be a priceless
pearl by the Eucharistic Lord.’ -Bro. George Fernandez
sss
‘I am really motivated and captivated by the love of
God, during this IP4. The Eucharist becomes primary
goal and center of my life. Being nourished by the daily
Eucharist, now I need to nurture the world with the
Eucharistic fire. “Broken to be formed”, this is my
strength. My final profession is the commitment that I
make myself fully available to God.’ -Bro. Raghumani
Gardia sss
‘IP4 was a great opportunity
for me to have my inward
journey. It was like a reverse
gear in the car, that which
enabled me to reflect my life
in the Congregation of the
Blessed Sacrament. I was
also reenergized with the
initial zeal of myself to
become a priest. IP4 helped
me to deepen my knowledge about God, Founder
and self. I am very happy to
be
belonged
to
the
Eucharistic Lord.’ -Bro.
Sanal D’mello sss

‘The way Jesus called His Apostles; in the same way I
feel that God has called me to be a disciple and an
apostle of the Eucharist, in the Congregation of the
Blessed Sacrament. Having fascinated by the love of
God in the Eucharist for eleven years in the
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament, I feel that
Eucharistic lord is accompanying me to build the
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‘IP4 program was indeed a
spiritual experience of discovering who I am and for
what I have committed my life entirely. The courses on
our Founder St. Peter Julian Eymard, the Apostle of
the Eucharist, were a significant experience of going
deeper into the personality of Fr. Eymard. I encounter
our Founder as a person of fire of the Eucharist, a man
of the Word of God, a good shepherd of God’s people,
a man of Eucharistic spirituality and a man devoted to

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament.’ -Bro. Arokia
Inbaraj sss

Eulalia Church in Chicago, and Saint Jean Baptiste
Church in New York City.

We are grateful to the General Curia for their
accompaniment and suggestions to make it happen
especially in this time of pandemic and above all for
their online (zoom) interaction with our brothers.

On May 10, 2014, Pope Francis spoke to members of
Institutes of Secular Life. His message was very
encouraging for the growing number of people who
had made the Covenant Promise as Associates. He
said, among other things, that “by vocation, you are lay
people in the midst of others. You lead a normal life ...
(and) you are rich in the totalizing experience of God’s
love, and are therefore capable of knowing and sharing
the burden of life in its many expressions, fermenting
them with the light and strength of the Gospel.” By this
time, there were some 110 associates in the Province.

FATHER PETER JAYAKANTHAN DORAI, SSS
Provincial superior

U.S.A.

The Story of the Aggregation
(continued)
“The Graces of the 21st Century
in the Province of Saint Ann”
At the turn of the century, Father Thomas Fitzgerald,
SSS, the Pastor of Saint Joseph Church in San Antonio
invited a group of people to start meeting with him to
form a group of associates. Provincial Superior Father
Anthony Schueller, SSS, began to form a group of
associates in Cleveland. These efforts and other
similar ones throughout the Province continued into the
first decade of the 21st century. Then the Superiors
General of the two Congregations founded by Saint
Peter Julian Eymard, Father Fiorenzo Salvi, SSS, and
Sister Catherine Marie Caron, SSS, published in
March 2010 the Project of Life, titled in the Province of
Saint Ann the Rule of Life for Associates.
Provincial Chapter XXIII in November 2010 took up the
topic of lay associates in light of the newly promulgated
ROLA. A number of lay “associates” attended the
Chapter and participated in the deliberations. They
were installed as Associates of the Blessed
Sacrament. The Chapter also endorsed a plan
submitted by the Director of the Center for Eucharistic
Evangelizing (CEE) to initiate a twelve-month Initial
Formation Program based on a series of booklets. The
program was meant to be an introduction to the
charism and mission of the Congregation of the
Blessed Sacrament as well as the life of the Founder,
Saint Peter Julian Eymard. The first formation booklets
were evaluated in late 2013 and a revised set was
printed at the end of January 2014.
Over the next several years, groups of lay women and
men were formed at Saint Paschal Baylon Church in
Cleveland, Saint Vincent de Paul Church in Holiday,
Florida, Corpus Christi Church in Houston, Saint

Over the next five years, the branches of associates in
Cleveland, Holiday, Houston and New York City added
to their numbers. And then other grace-filled
developments took place. Under the leadership of
Father George Dunne, SSS, a group of 19 women and
men from the Life in the Eucharist teams were received
as Associates of the Blessed Sacrament at diocesan
parish, Saint Stephen, in Winter Springs, Florida. That
number of Associates is now 45.
A group of parishioners were received at diocesan
parish, Saint Philip, in Norwalk, Connecticut. Kathy and
Daniel Krenicki had completed their formation at Saint
Jean Baptiste Church. Kathy was received on her
death bed. Dan then started the Initial Formation
program. It included their pastor Father Michael
Boccaccio. Father Michael was later appointed by his
bishop to be the Local Director for all the Associates of
the Blessed Sacrament in the Diocese of Bridgeport.
There are now some 30 Associates at Saint Philip
Church, including a dozen Spanish-speaking women
and men.
A group of 19 men representing a number of parishes
in the Archdiocese of San Antonio made their Promise
Commitment at Saint Joseph Church in 2017. Leaders
from this initial group went on to form an additional 180
Associates of the Blessed Sacrament from a number
of parishes in the Archdiocese - the last group of 55
received this past October.
Four people gathered online for a year of formation.
They were received as Associates of the Blessed
Sacrament in 2018.
As of December 2020, some 500 women and men and
one diocesan priest have made their Promise
Commitment as Associates of the Blessed Sacrament
in the Province of Saint Ann. Our local communities of
associates regularly meet for prayer, ongoing formation, and fellowship (often with the local community of
religious). Inspired by the ROLA, our associates are
engaged in many ministries that serve their parishes
and local communities. They are catechists,
extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, members
of parish councils and commissions, leaders and
planners of faith formation programs, leaders of prayer
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and Eucharistic Holy Hours, members of Life in the
Eucharist teams, and writers in our Daily Eucharistic
Reflection program. Many serve their communities
promoting pro-life causes, serving the poor, the
homeless, the hungry, and more.

building Eucharistic communities at the local level as
well as in promoting the mission of Eucharistic
evangelizing in the spirit of Saint Peter Julian Eymard
and the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament.
“May God Be Praised!”

In 2015, lay leadership boards were initiated as called
for in ROLA, 27. They assist the Local Religious
Directors in animating and providing opportunities for
formation, prayer, and social gatherings. There are
now some 25 lay leaders who have responded to this
call. They plan the annual retreats to commemorate
the November anniversary of the founding of the
Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament in 1859. They
partner with the Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing in

HOLLAND

Homily at Harrie Verhoeven’s
Requiem
We long for a life full of joy, wellbeing, and health.
And yet, experience teaches us that in our life there are
also sufferings, sorrows, and diseases, which the
coronavirus has brought us, and, in the end, death.
Something deep inside that we call the Christian
faith reminds us to say: and yet, nevertheless, death is
not the end of everything.
The early Christians were called “those who didn’t
fear death.” For them it was an entry into the joy of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Death isn’t a destruction, but a
change of state, a passing over towards the other side.
Life remains what it has always been. Jesus says: “I
am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in
me, even if he is dead, will live.” We believe in these
words. This is the faith that Harrie had. Not to fear
death.
“Whoever dies in peace will live on for a long time
in a blessed life.” This conclusion of a book by Mgr
Muskens ends a letter sent in 2017 in which Harrie
presents some thoughts regarding the celebration of
his funeral. Alas, the Corona epidemic doesn’t make
everything possible. But Harrie was concerned about
his death then, which is very understandable, given his
age. He looked forward to a good many years ahead,
because he ended with the words “I hope.”
Harrie had thus foreseen his departure. He hadn’t
set out the order for the celebration, but he had
expressed the wish that it would be marked by hope,
joy, and an expression of gratitude to God, his family,
and the Congregation. He had therefore chosen the
two readings.
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Jim Brown
December 31, 2020

CENTER FOR EUCHARISTIC EVANGELIZING
Cleveland, Ohio

That of love, St John’s 1st letter, about which he had
written the sentence in bold print: “Whoever doesn’t
know love doesn’t know God, for God is love.”
For the Gospel, that of the disciples of Emmaus: the
farewell to Harrie seems more like an account of the
resurrection.
One really has the impression that this Emmaus
narrative is the oldest account known in Christendom
written about resurrection. An encounter with the Risen
Lord. The Lord is alive, he has conquered death.
But it is likewise a narrative close to human
experience. It relates disappointment, fear, and lack of
faith, as well as interior conversion and faith.
Doubtlessly Harrie recognized himself in this
account, or the path of his experience of faith, and that
is why he chose it.
In 2013 we had our provincial retreat at Wahlwiller.
Its theme was: In the footprints of the disciples of
Emmaus. One conference, given by Harrie, had the
title: “Disappointment and how to live with it.” He began
by speaking of the period of the 60s-70s. Apropos the
disappointment on the part of society, there wasn’t
room for God in our world.
For someone brought up in our Christian faith, as
he was, it was a great loss.
He was speaking about disappointment regarding
the faith and the Church: priests who were quitting
[‘defrocking'], people who were leaving the Church.
Disappointment also in religious life. Some Fathers
and Sisters who were leaving, the dramatic decrease
in the number of vocations.
The Second Vatican Council, he said, in which he
had taken part as a theologian (perhaps being the last
active survivor of that epoch), had spoken about
religious life in a wonderful way.
This was no longer a movement for the elite, having
a high status ‘apart’, but a charisma, a particular path
of following Christ more closely. And the Church felt
called to show God’s love for everyone: He himself had
loved the world so much that He had given his Son to
deliver it from evil.

During this troubled time for Church and society in
1969, Harrie was elected as Superior General of our
Congregation. The task was entrusted to him to bring
the Congregation up to date, to introduce it to the
renewal, both interior and exterior, as requested by the
Second Vatican Council, to make this international
dimension of the Congregation evident, in many
cultures. This was not taken for granted. And
furthermore, to promote the renewal of our Rule of Life.
Harrie rolled up his sleeves. The approval of the Rule
was brought to completion by his successor, Father
McSweeney. One of the former Generals, in offering
his condolences, wrote that Harrie had been a “major
player” in the renewal of the Congregation.
Whereas in the West there was disappointment, in
Asia the Congregation was growing. As Superior
General, Harrie made many trips to the East: India, Sri
Lanka, Philippines, Vietnam. He was proud of a
foundation in Vietnam. Expressions of condolence
received from the confreres of these countries are full
of praise – like that from so many other countries.
He returned to the Netherlands in 1981 to a much
changed Church. Through the roles Harrie had, we
understand that from the start he came into his own in
positions of leadership. Harrie noticed this polarized
Church also during the visit of Pope John Paul II, for
whom he acted as the translator, in 1985, among
others, in Utrecht. Here’s a little anecdote: Mrs.
Hedwy Wasser, on behalf of a group, spoke of the
mission area; she suddenly left her text and made
some critical remarks. Harrie translated them faithfully
for the Pope.
This was even more unpleasant for him because he
was sitting between the rows, looking like an bucket
upside down. That’s how he described it!
I knew Harrie as someone who didn't belong to
extreme positions: neither right nor left. Better: he took
the middle course, or rather, the way of love. He
certainly had a strong temperament, one view, a clear
judgment. And the ‘General’ had not disappeared!
The pilgrims of Emmaus were disappointed, but
open to the stranger walking with them. This narrative
teaches us, like Harrie, that we mustn’t speak of our
disappointment with those who are like us. We must
dare to be open to the stranger who puts before us the
Scripture in a new manner.
The Emmaus account is one about having an
attentive ear, about spiritually accompanying people in
mourning, fear, despair, feeling deceived and
disappointed. Some people show us the love of God,
the presence of God. This is also to give life, through
moments of death.
And for many, Harrie has thus been a companion of
life and faith. Especially for young religious, in the
Congregation, as Provincial or General, parish priest
or member of many governing bodies of the Church in
the Netherlands.
We ourselves are also disciples of Emmaus,
saddened by his departure.
We're here together for a last time with Harrie.
We have opened the Scriptures and soon we shall
share the Bread and the Wine - as Jesus did on the

evening of the Last Supper, as when he shared the
Bread with the disciples of Emmaus.
Those who then saw the Risen One was with them,
understood that everything doesn’t end with suffering
and death.
We thank the Lord for Harrie's life. His family and
the Congregation are grateful to him for all he has
shared and given.
The disciples of Emmaus returned full of hope,
rejoicing towards Jerusalem. No more sadness,
disappointment… The Lord is living!
Jerusalem, the heavenly city, where Harrie is now.
This is the house of God, wellspring and horizon of all
that exists – the heart and soul of all that happens, all
time, final destination of all life.
Harrie, you have arrived home, and after those very
tough days, those last months, we tell you: live in
peace, in joy. Amen.
We not only say goodbye to a confrere, but also to
a brother, brother-in-law and uncle.
I know Harrie was attached to his family. Joke, you
can now say a word to him.
5 January 2021
FATHER FONS KUSTER, SSS
Superior at Nijmegen

Mozambique

The ‘Movement Hope and Life’
at Maputo
On 28 January 2021 Father Humberto Kuijpers, sss
launched the publication of his book entitled Widows in
our communities – Movement of hope and life.
But who is Father Humberto?
He is a religious and priest of the Congregation of the
Blessed Sacrament of the St Peter-Julian Eymard
Province in the Community of Maputo. He was born in
Holland in 1942 during the Second World War. He
came to Mozambique in 1986 at the time of the civil
war. He has been the parish priest of St Joachim’s
parish and has fulfilled various responsibilities in the
archdiocese of Maputo, such as teaching in the major
theological seminary of Pius X. Bishop Francisco
Chimoio appointed him in 2015 as spiritual director of
elderly persons, and in 2018-2019 as responsible for
the pastoral care of widows and treasurer of the
archdiocese. On 17 May 2020 Father Humberto
celebrated the 50th anniversary of his priestly
ordination.
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The launching of his book was celebrated in the parish
of St Ann of Munhuana of Maputo in two parts: The
morning for widows and the afternoon for other
persons, respecting carefully a social distancing of 1.5
m. because we are living in this difficult period of the
pandemic of Coronavirus (COVID 19).

Those present at this event were as follows: Bishop
Francisco Chimoio accompanied by two priests of the
archdiocese, the Abbé Fumo and Abbé Fernando;
Blessed Sacrament religious, Father Gerald Uaiare,
episcopal vicar and representative of the Provincial
Superior at Mozambique, Fathers Silvério Ernesto,
Vasco Sitoe, Félix Tupasso and, of course, Father
Humberto Kuijpers himself. There was also a small
group of the faithful and a group of widows.
The launching was published live on Facebook by
means of which several persons followed this event,
for example Father Théobald from the Netherlands,
and others from other parts of the world. It was very
interesting.
From the introductory part of the book, what Father
Humberto wants to convey is easily understood.
He explains that in the course of several years of
pastoral work with many active widows in the parish of
St Joachim in Maputo, he felt that a pastoral instrument
was missing to assist them as regards providing
comfort, encouragement and sense of direction for
their lives.
According to Father Humberto, they had to free
themselves from tradition and cultural attitudes, which
often oppress, isolate, and humiliate. A word of
evangelization and closeness to God was needed, a
word that would enable them to comfort their sisters,
defend their rights, help them live with more freedom,
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charity, and facilitate the education of their children and
grandchildren.

The principal objective of this ‘Movement: Hope and
Life’ is to assist widows to:
- Emerge from their isolation and rediscover a
certain human and spiritual equilibrium;
- Reflect on their new problems in life in order to be
able to face them in the light of faith, for example,
loneliness, education of children, professional work
and integration into society;
- Share experiences in order to overcome barriers
imposed by culture, traditional rites, etc.
Inspired by the founders, this movement at Maputo has
adopted the following lines of action:
- organise meetings of reflection;
- organise retreats;
- collect funds to undertake visits to orphanages,
prisons, hospitals and homes.
Enjoy reading this book! Fraternally,

FATHER FÉLIX FLORINDO TUPASSO, SSS











Rome
Communication of new
General Archivist
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
By the decree of Fr. General Superior on January 25,
2021, father Joseph LE HUU PHUOC sss, was
nominated as General Archivist in place of father Carlo
Vassalli sss. His office officially starts in February 4,
2021, in the memory of the 210th birthday
anniversary of our Founder, Saint Peter
Julian Eymard.

In the SSS International n. 280 we already introduced
Fr. Phuoc as a young religious from the Province of
Vietnamese Martyrs. He arrived in Rome at the
Generalate on July 29, 2018 and began working with
Fr. Carlo as an assistant-archivist and assistantprocurator. With the new decree as Archivist general,
he now undertakes completely the roles of Fr. Carlo as
General Procurator and General Archivist. Along with
two main responsibilities, he is also in collaboration
with the Secretariat to look after the website
www.ssscongregatio.org (cfr. SSS International n.
292) as assistant secretary.

FR. CARLO VASSALLI sss (Italy) was
responsible for the General Archive
nearly 10 years. He was appointed as
General Archivist on 14 October 2011
and he continued until 4 February 2021.
On 17 October 2011, three days later,
the General Superior appointed him as
the Procurator General.
The role of the Archivist, for most of the
time, is confined in the Archive, where he
classifies and arranges the documents
as well as responds to researchers who
ask for various information in relation to
history and documents
of the SSS.
For the cause of his
aging, Fr. Carlo was
relieved firstly from his
role as Procurator
general on 23 June
2019 and secondly as
Archivist general on 4
February 2021.
We are very grateful to Fr. Carlo Vassalli sss for his
dedicated service as Archivist General for all these
years. His tireless collaboration, dedication and
patience in his service assured the guaranty for the
SSS documents, events and history of the
Congregation to be well safeguarded and to be well
accessible. As an example of his work as an archivist,
it was Fr. Carlo who asked Fr Harrie Verhoeven to write
that precious text, which was published shortly after his
death (sent on January 4, 2021). We ask the
Eucharistic Lord, through the intercession of St. Peter
Julian Eymard, to grant him great health to continue to
live his consecration as a true gift to the Lord in the
Eucharist, to give testimony of joy, of openness, of
prayer and of SSS mission.

Therefore, for the things in relation to the General
Archive, kindly contact any one of the following two
email addresses:
-

Fr. Joseph Le Huu Phuoc, assistant secretary and
archivist
procurator@curiasss.net

-

Fr. Joseph Vu Quoc Binh, general secretary
segretariato@curiasss.net, josbinh@curiasss.net

GENERAL SECRETARIAT
Rome, February 15th 2021
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Communications

Happy anniversary!

Anniversaries of Profession and Ordination in February 2021
10.02.1996
27.02.1961
27.02.1961

Fr. Jesus Mateus DE OLIVEIRA
Fr. Kenneth BOLAND
Fr. Marcel GLYNN

RIP
N. 1595 - Father Antonio Odriozola Lasa
Province:
St John XXIII
Community:
Caguas, Puerto Rico
Death:
27 December 2020
Age:
83
Profession:
65
Priesthood:
59

N. 1596 - Father Harrie Verhoeven
Province:
St Peter Julian Eymard
Community:
Nijmegen, Holland
Death:
30 December 2020
Age:
91
Profession:
69
Priesthood:
64

10

Caratinga, Brazil
Melbourne, Australia
Sydney, Australia

Ordination 25
Profession 60
Profession 60

The death of a brother will be celebrated as a Paschal
event filled with hope. We shall faithfully carry out the
prescribed prayers for our deceased (RL 13).

N. 1597 - Father Frank O’Dea
Province:
Holy Spirit
Community:
Melbourne, Australia
Death:
9 January 2021
Age:
92
Profession:
64
Priesthood:
42

N. 1598 - Father Antonio Panozzo
Province:
Our Lady of the Bl. Sacrament
Community:
S. Benedetto del Tronto, Italy
Death:
14 February 2020
Age:
83
Profession:
62
Priesthood:
55

