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St Peter Julian Eymard - 1st August, La Mure 
 

 
 

 

Firstly everything for the Lord 
 

he patronal feast was held on Sunday 1 August. “Firstly, 

everything must be for Him [the Lord]…” (PO 38,4). It all 

began on 23 July 2021 by a novena of prayer with Saint 

Peter-Julian Eymard, drawing on Father Eymard’s meditations on 

the different parts of the eucharistic celebration. To encourage the 

fruitful participation of the faithful, the celebrant of the day 

presented Father Eymard’s essential message during the homily 

and the people were able to deepen their meditations by means of 

the booklets made available to them. 

 

A day of prayer on the Holy Family and Father Eymard took place on 

Thursday 29 July 2021 at the Shrine of Our Lady of La Salette. It was 

shaped around the prayer, meditation, reflections, and a sharing of 

experiences based on Father Eymard’s thoughts about the Holy Family. 

Twelve pilgrims gathered in the Eymard Chapel of La Mure for a time 

of prayer on the Gospel of the presentation of the Child Jesus in the 

Temple (Lk 2:22-40). The Child Jesus brings love, mercy, vitality to the 

Holy Family and to all families. He eliminates all isolation, all 

indifference by fostering openness to other persons, since Jesus is the 

treasure and centre of love in every family: “So my home, my family, 

my centre is Jesus in the house of the Society where I live” (NR 44,115). 

 

Then, the pilgrims went by car to La Salette. They took part in the Mass 

celebrated in honour of the family of saints Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. 

They are models of the renewal of fraternal life through prayer, 

forgiveness and reconciliation, work and openness to others. A sharing 

of life experiences is as important as the pilgrims noticed during the 

pause for the last meditation at the shrine. Thus prayer, fraternal life and 

service are the bases of a family’s vitality, which includes forgiveness. 

When illness, difficulties, misunderstandings come our way, prayer 

saves. With Jesus Christ at the centre, nothing is ever a permanent 
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obstacle. Better ways always open up ... as one of the pilgrims observed: “one can be reconciled with another person 

even after his death”. Nor is work left out; it is a place of sanctification of the family (Col. 3:17-25), its secret consisting 

in setting time for activity, carrying it out and completing it with a supernatural intention (cf. St P.-J. . Eymard, NR 

115). 

 

Eucharist, festivity of fraternity 
 

“The Eucharist is the radiant festivity of fraternity that we can make endure always” (PG 244,7). After a guided 

adoration and visits to the eymardian places of the town of La Mure, about a hundred and fifty people gathered on 

Sunday 01 August 2021 for the single eucharistic celebration of the feast of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard, the Patron of 

the parish. Monsignor Guy de Kérimel, the Bishop of the diocese of Grenoble-Vienne presided. Concelebrating with 

him were a dozen priests, among whom were Frs Eugênio Barbosa Martins, the Superior General, Domenico Avogadro 

and Matteo Magri, respectively the Superior and Treasurer of the Province of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

(Italy), Fr Joseph Phuoc, the Procurator General, two delegates of the Shrine of Our Lady of La Salette, confreres of 

the Communities of Colombier and La Mure. The bishop’s essential message can be summed up like this: hunger for 

the Absolute, the Eucharist, our treasure, is humankind’s true hunger. Hence the importance of rediscovering the path 

of interiority, of divine love. (Read the whole homily on the following page) 

 

To turn from one aspect of the festivity to another. “Through it [Eucharist], we are related, we eat at the same table, 

we have the same Father who is in heaven” (PG 242,3). For the first time since this pandemic, the parish provided a 

drink and a meal to everyone in the parish hall; even the mayor of the city was present. The people would have heard 

Father Eymard ask: “How, said Saint Paul, should we not have the same spirit of charity, we who eat the same 

Eucharistic bread? [cf. 1 Cor 10:17] Jesus Christ is then all in all.” (PG 242,3). 

 

Father Thaddée Mupapa, sss - Superior of La Mure, France 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMILY 
 

unger is one of the most fundamental experiences, the most basic of human beings. They have an 
imperative need to feed themselves if they are to live. God our Creator has placed the goods of nature at 
their disposal so that they will find something to be satisfied with. God created them to live, and He gives 

them a superabundance of food, even in the wilderness where He led His people, the children of Israel, after 
they came out of Egypt; Jesus also fed the crowds by multiplying the five loaves and the two fish to satisfy those 
who followed him. 
 

However, people do not live by bread alone: deep within them, they experience a hunger for meaning, 
hunger for love, hunger for truth, a hunger for the absolute. In a society of consumerism this hunger is 
stifled: human beings become more concerned to satisfy the flesh than the soul. Modern people have 
neglected and damaged their soul in thinking they could find in the things of this world what fulfils their 
being. What we notice every day in our contemporary world, Saint Peter-Julian observed in his time. Jesus 
Himself is clear about what motivated the crowd to seek Him; indeed he came to nourish them copiously: 
“Do not work for nourishment that perishes” he said, “but for the nourishment that endures until eternal life, 
the kind that the Son of Man will give you“. 

 
The more human beings have material goods, the more they are tempted to find in them the meaning of their 
life, and to make them a substitute food for his soul. In fact, for lack of spiritual nourishment, their soul wastes 
away and sinks into darkness. When, in a society, everything is directed towards material growth and the 
enjoyment of material goods, it loses sight of the greatest treasure that can exist and fill it: the bread of life, the 
Eucharist.  

H 

“Saint Peter-Julian was a true apostle who wanted to 

proclaim the Gospel and lead people to welcome the love 

of God in the Eucharist and to unite themselves to Him 

through the offering of themselves.” 

+ Guy de Kérimel 
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Only Christ can satisfy our souls’ hunger. This hunger is experienced again more and more in our 
disillusioned materialist world. It seems today that the various crises we are going through are arousing a 
hunger for something else. Our souls have been too neglected in recent decades; it is time to take care of 
them, to cleanse them by the sacrament of reconciliation and to nourish them with the bread of life, at the 
table of the word and that of the Body of Christ. During these times, they need to rediscover their strength. 

 
Saint Peter-Julian, from his childhood, was drawn by the Eucharist, by the living Jesus, truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament, on the altar and in the tabernacle. Responding to God’s call, he became a priest of our 
diocese of Grenoble; so, in Jesus’ Name, He fed believers by distributing the bread of life to them. As a priest, 
he intensely lived the celebration of the Eucharist; he was concerned with responding to the gift of God by being 
himself entirely for God, through asking for the grace to give himself really to God. This is what prompted him to 
give up his ministry as a diocesan priest in order to turn to religious life. 
 

In the meditations of his retreats, in his examinations of conscience, he felt that he had not yet really given 
himself to God. Little by little, when he became a Marist, he understood God’s call to create, in the Church, 
a community of men who would make the Eucharist the centre of their life and would be apostles of this 
great sacrament, to help the baptised and the world discover this little-known treasure. This is how the 
Congregation of the Fathers of the Blessed Sacrament was founded, not only to honour and adore Jesus 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, but also to lead to Eucharistic communion those who did not have access 
to it. In the large cities of the XIXth century, many children, because having to work underaged, could not 
be catechized, nor make their First Communion. In Paris, St Peter-Julian developed the Work of First 
Communion. While it is good to nourish the body, but it is better to take care of body and soul. 

 
Saint Peter-Julian Eymard 
suffered from seeing how much 
the Eucharist was ignored and 
neglected. Sadly, this 
observation remains true today. 
Many baptised people are no 
longer nourished because their 
faith is failing and ill-informed. 
Others receive Communion 
with indifference, expecting 
nothing from this Communion 
which is not perceived as an 
encounter with the living Christ. 
Others to whom the priest or a 
parishioner has brought 
Communion place the Body of Christ in a drawer where it risks slowly 
becoming mouldy. Jesus comes to us, comes among us and we take notice of Him; He comes to our home 
and we stay outside of ourselves. 
 

Saint Peter-Julian was a true apostle who wanted to proclaim the Gospel and lead people to welcome the 
love of God in the Eucharist and to unite themselves to Him through the offering of themselves. The 
Eucharist was for him a divine fire which set him ablaze and urged him to put himself at His service thus 
enabling Him to set the world ablaze. The Second Vatican Council will later say that the Eucharist is the 
‘source and summit of evangelization’! (Presbyterorum ordinis, 5) This was the intuition of Saint Peter-
Julian. For him, as for the Council Fathers, evangelization is the fruit of communion in the sacrament of 
charity and of deep union with Christ: this is why, after Mass, becoming one with the Christ, we are sent 
on a mission; the love of Christ prompts us to bear witness by word and deed. “Source and summit”: 
moreover, the word of God welcomed into hearts leads to communion with the living Christ in the 
sacrament of the Eucharist. Evangelization is not complete until people who have been evangelized have 
been initiated into the greatest of the sacraments, until they have truly united with Christ in the Eucharist. 

 
The Eucharist is the outpouring of divine love given to people; it is the real presence of Jesus at work to heal 
and save the world. May the fire of divine love, which burned in the heart of the Saint of La Mure, burn in the 
hearts of all the baptised to share it with all humankind! 
 
 

+ GUY DE KÉRIMEL - Bishop of Grenoble-Vienne, France 

 

 

Painting by Giuseppe Modolo 
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ach year August the 2nd is a very 
important day for the Eymardian 

family in celebrating the feast of 

Peter-Julian Eymard, particularly since 

Pope John Paul II named him in the 

decree of 1995 “an eminent apostle of the 

Eucharist” among all the faithful. Our 
religious family continues to promote the 

Eucharistic mission inherited from the 
founder about the Eucharist being the 
centre of Christian life and the renewing 
energy of society and the world.  

Very often, in each sociocultural context where the Blessed Sacrament Congregation is present in the 
world, the Eucharistic mission is lived and promoted in a slightly different way depending on the 

creativity of the religious, although the Eucharist encompasses the entire human reality. 

 

In the Colombian cultural and religious tradition, people are freer at weekends to participate in religious 

activities such as the celebration of the Eucharist. Thus, it makes sense that the religious of Colombia 

celebrated the feast of the founder, on Sunday, August 1, to foster a greater participation by the faithful of 
our SSS communities. 

 

Triduum “Let us walk in faith with 
Saint Peter-Julian Eymard” 

 

The community of the Vocational House held 
a Triduum in preparation for the Founder’s 

feast on the theme “Let us walk in faith with 

Saint Peter-Julian Eymard”. This was aimed 

at assisting the faithful of the local com-

munity to gain a better appreciation of our 

Eucharistic spirituality and to know some-
thing about the charism of the Founder. The 

majority have no knowledge of our spiri-

tuality; though coming to our community, 

they live disconnected from our Eucharistic 

source. 

 
In this perspective, the triduum this year presented a programme that focused on a brief approach to the 

life of the founder by holding a formative session that took place after the Eucharistic celebration on the 

first day. On the 2nd day, the same logic continued, showing how Eymardian Eucharistic spirituality was 

constantly nourished by the word of God through a structure linking the word with Eucharistic reflections. 

Finally, the last day was concluded with Eucharistic worship outside of Mass, using the method of the four 
(4) ends of sacrifice, thus extending the preceding Eucharistic celebration. 

 

 

In this preparatory manner, the celebration of the liturgical Feast of St Peter-Julian was brought forward 

to Sunday, August 1 at 9 am at the Vocational House. In accordance with our spiritual legacy regarding 

the prolongation of the Eucharist celebrated around the table, a meal was shared afterwards with the 
participants to mark this very important event in the life of our religious family. 

 

As the last activity of this commemorative day and in accord with the tradition of our Saint John XXIII 

Province, all the SSS religious present in Bogotá gathered at the Corpus Christi Parish at the midday 

Eucharistic celebration presided over by Father Carlos José Sierra, Provincial Vicar and afterwards shared 
lunch concluding this festal day in the life of our little family of the Saint John XXIII Province. 

 

 

FATHER ELIBIEN JOSEPH, SSS - Bogotá, Colombia, 2 August 2021 

 

E 
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The scholastics Christophe Mendy and 

Francisco Mendy have been following their 

formative path in Colombia since 2018. They 

come from the Province of Our Lady of Africa, 

Senegal. 
 

n Sunday, July 11, 2021, after having 
completed the scholasticate stage (theolo-
gical studies) that is, the three years of 

theology in Bogotá, we arrived in Brazil to experience 
afresh fraternal life together and to 
discover how to live our charism in that 
country. 

 
Indeed, as part of the formative process of the 

Scholasticate, after completing theology in Colombia 
(Saint John XXIII Province), we are beginning a new 
experience in Brazil, (Our Lady of Guadalupe Provin-
ce). Thus, before sharing what has been the beginning 
of the experience in Brazil, we wish to express our 
gratitude to all the brothers of the Province of St John 
XXIII: We are very grateful for what we have lived 
during the three years in Bogotá and, above all, for the 
occasions of fraternal sharing in the different com-
munities of Colombia in general and with each brother 
in particular. 

On our arrival on July 11, we were welcomed by 
the pre-novitiate community (The Emmaus Cenacle in 

Dom Cabral). A very fraternal welcome was shown by 
all the young people who are in formation in this 
Cenacle. In a very special way we thank Fathers 
Elissandro Santos SSS (director of the pre-novices) and 
Eduardo Sales SSS (superior of the community) for the 
fraternal love with which they received us. Moreover, 
on the Sunday of our arrival, the joy of sharing lunch 
with the members of the pre-novitiate community 
was all increased by the presence of Father Marcelo 
da Silva SSS, the Provincial Superior who wanted to 
welcome us on behalf of the entire provincial 
community. After arrival and reception, in the days 
that followed we were able to visit and meet the 
brothers of the communities: Boa Viagem, Caratinga 
and Rio de Janeiro where we were made very 
welcome. 

At the request of Father Elissandro SSS, we have 
had the joy and the opportunity to lead the mid-year 
retreat of the pre-novices to Caratinga on the theme: 

vocation and Eucharistic 
spirituality in the light of 
the Gift of Self.  

In fact, this retreat 
was an opportune oc-
casion to share with our 
brothers in this pre-
novitiate stage the sense 

of deepening the richness of our 
charism and spirituality by high-
lighting the importance of fraternity 
as the central pillar of happiness at 
this stage of the formation process. 
This was in light of the writings of our 
Father Founder, Saint Peter-Julian 
Eymard. It was also a way for us as 
scholastics to rediscover and, above 
all, to allow ourselves to be chal-
lenged and strengthened by the 
beauty and richness of the 
Eucharistic vocation. 

Now, with the expectation of 
learning or, rather, of starting a 

language course in Portuguese and also being able to 
contribute (even though just a little about the pastoral 
ministry) to the project of the Province of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, we want to thank the CLAS that has given 
us the possibility of having this new experience in 
order, on the one hand, to discover and get to know 
the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe and, on the 
other, of being able to share the life of the brothers of 
this Province. So, in advance we want to thank all the 
brothers of the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
 

BROTHERS CHRISTOPHE MENDY AND 
FRANCISCO MENDY, SSS 
Colombia, NOTIBIP 72 - August 2021 

O 

The Colombian scholastics’ 
new experience  
of the charism  

in Brazil 

“We wish to express our gratitude to 

all the brothers of the Province of St 

John XXIII and to the CLAS that 

has given us the possibility of having 

this new experience.” 
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Triple veteran 
 

 

60 years of priesthood 

Fr. José María Lasierra Bernad sss 
 

n Sunday, 25 April 2021, Good 
Shepherd Sunday, the community of 
Madrid A. Sainz de Baranda celebrated 

the sixtieth anniversary of the priestly 
ordination of Fr José María Lasierra Bernad. 
Aragonés, from the province of Huesca, born in 
the illustrious town of Ainsa more than 91 
years ago. He completed his priestly 
studies in his own diocese and, 
longing for a more contemplative life, 
chose the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament. He entered our 
novitiate in Tolosa in 1958 and, 
having been dispensed from the 
second year of novitiate, he was 
assigned to Madrid together with the 
promotion of the ordained in 1959, 
with whom he followed, while in Madrid, the so-
called pastoral year, and received the priestly 
ordination on 9 April 1961. 

The central moment of the day was the 
celebration of the Eucharist at 12 o'clock in the 
morning at which some of our Blessed 
Sacrament religious participated and nume-
rous faithful who wanted to accompany and 
personally thank Fr Lasierra for his dedication 
and ministerial service. The Eucharist was 
presided over by Father José Mª Lasierra 
himself who, in his introduction, alluded to his 
people and the origin of his vocation.  

In the homily, preached by Fr José A. 
Rivera, based on the message of Pope Francis 
for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, Fr 

Rivera compared 
the priestly path of 
Fr Lasierra to the 
three key words of 

vocation, indicated by the Pope in relation to 
the life of Saint Joseph: dreams, service, and 
fidelity.  

“Your dream of being a priest, the service 
rendered to this community and the sixty years 
of priestly ministry give good proof of the 
maturity of your vocation, not as a sacrifice - 
Father José Antonio concluded, addressing the 
person being honoured - but as a sign of beauty 
and the joy of love to which the Pope alludes.” 

The celebration ended with the beautiful 
and eloquent testimony of Maria Teresa 
Martínez, one of the many parishioners with 
whom Fr Lasierra has had a great friendship 
for many years. Among other things, she said: 
“[…] at times he seems like a monk, a monk 

totally devoted to people. 
They look for him, they call 
him on the phone, he com-
municates a lot with people. 
We love him very much, as he 
already knows.”  

The festivity and the joy 
continued in the dining room 
with the delicacies prepared 
for the occasion and the 
delicious cake that Fr Allen 
Peña has accustomed us to. 
Photographs and the prepa-
ration of the ceremony were 
carried out by Fr Dante 
Mejillano. With this priestly 
anniversary we cannot help 
but also refer to his longevity 
from the date of his birth and 
that of his 62 uninterrupted 

O 

“[…] at times he seems like a monk, a 

monk totally devoted to people. They 

look for him, they call him on the 

phone, he communi-cates a lot with 

people. We love him very much, as he 

already knows.” 
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years in this community of Madrid A. Sainz de 
Baran-da. Here he continued what he began in 
Toulouse and was able satisfy his contem-
plative aspiration: day and night adoration, full 
choral office and worship of the Lord in the 
Eucharist. 

Fr José María Lasierra is like a living 
chronicle of this community throughout his 
continued presence in it from 1959 to the pre-
sent day. He endorses the reference to “living 
chronicle” by his lucid memory of people and 
events from all those years to the present day. 
He, for his part, has rendered, and continues 
to render, multiple services. At the time he was 
superior of the community, he provided 
pastoral services, and for many years he has 
been taking care of needs in the sacristy and 
the worship of the church; the singing and the 

organ have been his for years. As well as his 
watchful eye to detect any true or supposed 
event that may occur in the community or in 
relation to it or any of its members. He remains 
alert. 

The memory of his priestly ordination 
reminds us of this triple seniority: Ninety-one 
years of birth, sixty-two years of uninterrupted 
residence in this community and sixty of his 
priestly ordination. We remember him, we 
congratulate him and we wish him the greatest 
blessings of the Lord present and acting in the 
Eucharist, whom he chose sixty-three years 
ago. 
 

FATHER ILDEFONSO MARTÍN HERRERO, SSS 
Madrid, Spain - Newsletter n.19, July 2021 
 

 
 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Fathers at Sant’Agata in Arfoli 
Reggello (Florence) 1984 - 2020 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o relate twenty years of Sant’Agata is not easy for me. When I think about it my mind is filled with 
memories, faces, stories, joys and even hardships, complicated periods and even some regrets. 

When in 1993 it was decided to take back Sant’Agata and to offer a new opportunity to that 
community, I rejoiced and entered the project with great enthusiasm. At the beginning with Rizieri, Severino, 
Ugo, Guglielmo and later with the other confreres who followed one another, we shared the idea of giving life to 
a community that was a sign and testimony of a Eucharistic life. We hence shaped our life around those 
expressions that we considered relevant to enable the living out the dynamics of the Eucharist to the full. 

T 

THINKING ABOUT SANT'AGATA ... 
From the experience of Fr Mario Vecchiato sss 
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THE CHOICE OF COMMUNION  

We always tried to build up and follow the path of communion as relationship, welcoming of the other and 
the capacity of giving each other a hand, both between ourselves and with whoever wanted to share a part of 
our lives.  

We chose to live a logic of service, translated in the desire of giving value to the presence of the others, 
accepting to live with them. An expression of this service was the will to continue to be inserted into the parishes 
entrusted to us (Sant’Agata and Cancelli at the beginning and later on also San Donato in Fronzano), 
endeavouring to build up a church of communion.  

The service extended to the land. Like every man and every woman, we accepted happily to work the land 
owned by the parish. We did not want to become farmers but religious and priests who do not feel privileged but 
deeply part of the social and human fabric of the people living alongside us.  

We also asked from the people coming to be with 
us that their service (in the house, in the kitchen, in 
the fields) may become a concrete expression of a 
Eucharist that requires availability and sharing. We 
were not interested in “how much” was being done but 
in the “heart” that was poured into even the most 
simple and daily tasks. 

 

EXPERIENCE OF PRAYER 

Celebration and prayer have always occupied an 
important place for us as a community, including our 
visitors. Daily life was marked by the rhythm of prayer: 
from Lauds in the morning to the adoration and the 
celebration of Mass in the afternoon.  

Also, before the Eucharist, to receive from this 
“sign full of meaning and sense” the invitation to be grateful but also to be responsible for a new lifestyle.  

We proposed the Eucharist as life that referred us to live an opportunity of gift and offering. In this dynamic 
we also involved the parish communities, offering spaces for praying and celebrating together with us and the 
friends who visited us.  

 

EXPERIENCE OF SHARING WITH THE LAITY 

It was an experience built up and lived “with” them. The laity were a part of our community. We never 
considered them “guests” but main participants, who gladly accepted this role. With them we shared time, paths 
of reflections, work and prayer. We discovered together a “simple” church, capable of being welcoming and 
merciful, an open church, attentive to all. It was also a Church being build up in the reality of the daily life of every 
person, one that endeavoured to reintroduce everyone’s life to the beauty and vitality of all of these intuitions.  

 

ATTENTION TO THE POOR 

We also gave space to this dimension. Starting from the awareness that today “great poverty” is linked to 
an inner poverty regarding values we considered important to offer to those participating in our community an 
intense space of silence and reflection to reappropriate their own life and to be able to mature an attitude of a 
deeper attention to others.  

We have always considered that in our times there is not a lack of money, of which we have too much, but 
probably it is badly distributed and badly used, wasted. Rather, we are lacking a “heart” with which we can live 
in right relationship with money and material things. We have to work towards a new sense of justice and for new 
relationships between human beings. This can be understood only if we place ourselves before God, his Word 
and the Eucharist.  

 

JOY AND GRATITUDE 

Yes, so much! For all the people who passed 
through, for the experiences shared, for the troubled 
paths and the dramatic harvests, for hopes born 
again and so much desire to start afresh and go 
back to live with intensity their own vocation.  

We have known so many people, of all ages 
and backgrounds. Everyone was a great gift for us. 
We remember all of them with gratitude and 
affection.  
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The encounter with the Eurocamp project 
allowed us to broaden even more our horizons 
and our welcoming. It was really a very 
beautiful experience to prepare and live the 
Eurocamp at Sant’Agata. A mixture of 
cultures, of languages and sensitivities, it was 
like living a new Pentecost. We were united by 
the desire for communion, prayer, service. We 
understood each other!  

 
VOCATIONAL WORK 

We were always reproached that no SSS 
vocations were born at Sant’Agata. It is not 
true! If by “a Blessed Sacrament life” we 
understand a life motivated and illumined by 
the Eucharist, open to gift and service, to the 
desire of new relationships inside the family, 
the local church and history, we can without a doubt state that Sant’Agata was very fecund. There have been so 
many decisions of a renewed presence in the world, a motivated responsibility in the places of daily life, many 
commitments made towards the local churches, so many gestures of attentiveness and care towards the poor 
and the least of our brothers and sisters. The “Eymardian Family” has taken shape also in the smallness of our 
simple life at Sant’Agata.  

Some people tried following the path of our religious family, but God willed something different.  
There are plenty of stories regarding more specific choices of life: vocation towards religious life, towards 

permanent diaconate, radical volunteer experiences but also couples who regained their energies, families who 
found their harmony again together with a fecundity as parents, decisions about service in parishes.  

To think again of Sant’Agata, for me, is like opening a big book and turning over pages of names and faces, 
blessing God for everything that they meant for me and for us.  

It is beautiful - and even consoling - to know that although Sant’Agata did not continue its welcoming 
presence, the seeds that were scattered remain, flourishing in other places. More than ever Sant’Agata lives, in 
so many men and women, in so many memories preserved in the hearts and minds of all the people who 
departed from there full of trust and hope.  

 
REGRETS AND SUFFERINGS  

Yes, and so many.  
The first one is that we were not able to create a broaden interest of our project in our Province. Very few 

communities felt involved in this project and, as a consequence only a few offered their youth and groups the 
opportunity to share the San’Agata’s experience.  

We were unable to share our project? Prejudices? All of this is possible. Our temperaments, our ways of 
doing things? Certainly. But one thing I feel like sharing: we believed in this project, we poured our heart into the 
desire of living to the end the spirituality of communion, service and contemplation that the Eucharist was stirring 
up in us.  

 
AND TODAY? 

Certainly, I cannot hide my disappointment 
in how the experience of Sant’Agata ended up. 
I am particularly sorry because we were not 
able to envisage the possibility of alternative 
presences through which we could share the 
passion of who we are and all that we 
recognise as beautiful in an Eucharistic life.  

There, at Sant’Agata, we had a great opportunity. But besides this feeling, I am very serene: we tried the 
best we could, we dirtied our hands on a path that was not always easy and in conditions that were not always 
in our favour.  

Today I feel that I can only bless and thank the Lord for everything that I lived and for the opportunity that 
was offered to us.  

We could have done more, be more creative, widened spaces, proposed more, invented occasions and 
opportunities, but in everything we managed to do we believed, and we lived it with joy.  
 
Italy - Special Newsletter n.20, August 2021 
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evd. Fr. Vijayaraj Anton Rohitha, the 

beloved son of Mr. Francis Saviour and Mrs. 

Juliet Mutukumar was born on the 27th 

November 1990 in Kattakadu, Puttlam, Sri Lanka. 

He is the second child of the three sons of these pious 

parents.  

He entered the Blessed Sacrament Study Facili-

ty in 2007 and successfully completed his Advance 

Level Examination at St. Peter’s College, Colombo.  

Then He commenced the initial stages of 

religious formation in the Congregation and received 

his First Profession on the 2nd August 2013. Thus, he 

entered the National Seminary of Our Lady of Lanka 

and pursued both his Philosophical and Theological 

studies and excelled in his studies with highest praise 

(Summa Cum Laude).  
Being faithful to the Call of God throughout of 

his initial formation, Fr. Anton Rohitha made his 

Perpetual “Yes” to God on the 21st November 2020.  

Then, he received the Holy Order of Diaconate on the 22nd November 2020 by His Lordship Rt. Revd. Dr. Vianney 

Fernando, the Bishop of Kandy, at the Blessed Sacrament Scholasticate Chapel. Fr. Rohitha served as a Deacon at St. Philip 

Neri’s Church, Colombo and St. Thomas’ Church, Matale.  

Then, in spite of many inconveniences caused by the current quarantine rules of the country due to this global pandemic 

situation, we as a Blessed sacrament community had the joy of seeing our brother climbing up to the altar of God and 

becoming a fortunate recipient of this immutable gift of God, the Sacerdotal Ordination, on the 15th July 2021, at St. Philip 

Neri’s Church, Colombo, by Rt. Revd. Dr. Valance Mendis, the Bishop of Chilaw. Revd. Fr. Anton Rohitha, newly ordained 

priest, offered his First Holy Eucharist at his Parish Church, Our Lady of Immaculate Conception, Daluwakotuwa, 

Negombo, on the 25th July 2021. We, the Blessed Sacrament Religious in the Province of Christ the Bread of Life welcomed 

Revd. Fr. Rohitha, our brother, to our Eucharistic Cenacle, with unalterable fraternal love.  

It is our fervent prayer today that our Holy Founder St. Peter Julian Eymard and our Lady of the Most Holy Blessed 

Sacrament will accompany Fr. Rohitha with their paternal and maternal love to do the apostolate that God has already set 

apart for him. “Tu es sacerdos in aeternum”. 

Brother Asiri Saparamadu, sss - Kandy, Sri Lanka, 2 August 2021 
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N. 1608 - Brother Michael ABELPILLAI sss 

Province: Christ the Bread of Life 

Community: Colombo 

Country: Sri Lanka 

Death: 15 August 2021 

Age: 81 

Profession: 59 

 

 
The death of a brother will be celebrated as a Paschal 
event filled with hope. We shall faithfully carry out the 
prescribed prayers for our deceased (RL 13). 

 
 

In memory of SISTER MARIA POSSAMAI SSS 

Servant of the Blessed Sacrament 

Community of Rivolta d’Adda 

Country: Italy 

Death: 1 July 2021 

Age: 83 

Profession: 59 

Perpetual vows: 56 
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