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“Following in the footsteps of a Saint” 
 

rovidence and circumstances (Covid) have had their effect that 
at this first retreat we were finally only four, but… from four 
different continents: Father Thaddée Mupapa from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Sister To Trinh a Servant of the 

Blessed Sacrament from Vietnam, Eliana Rodrigues from Brazil, and 
Olivier de Kerchove from Belgium. Four continents represented in the 
same car, over hill and dale, all nourished daily by the same 
eymardian spirituality! You have here an impressive parable of the 
Church’s communion that we hope will bear much fruit. 
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A particularly fruitful retreat enabling seeing the light 
of day this summer had been sought, desired, 
prepared and prayed for a long time by the Saint 
Peter-Julian Eymard Eucharistic Centre at La Mure 
d'Isère; it was guided by Father Thaddée, in the 
footsteps of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard, not only in 
the land where he grew up and died, but also in all 
the places near La Mure d'Isère significant in his 
spiritual journey and for his first ministries in the 
Church. 
 
For this, we took advantage not only of the prayerful 
guidance of Father Thaddeus, but also of the very 
rich brochures of Father Manuel Barbiero describing 
each place visited, all breathtakingly beautiful, and 
whose names are very familiar to the Blessed 
Sacrament religious. For us these were La Mure, 
Saint Romans, Chatte, the shrines of Notre-Dame 
de l'Osier, Notre Dame du Laus, Notre Dame de La 
Salette and Monteynard. 
 
The short programme of talks on Saint Peter-Julian 
Eymard that we followed particularly moved us. It led 
us, by divine grace, to review and revitalize our 
personal paths of faith. The journey of each one, like 
each of us, is unique. It was woven together by the 
different elements, but we recognized that it has one 
thing in common, which is the presence of God in 
our lives and his love for all. The admirable example 
of Father Eymard’s life urges us to make efforts little 
by little to render our life a daily Eucharist through 

our responsibilities. This consists in seeking unity 
and benevolence between us, as Saint Peter-Julian 
Eymard pointed out to a correspondent: “Dwell in the 
goodness and gentleness of God towards you in 
order to be good and gentle towards others” (CO 
1561,1). 
 
Everywhere we met people admirable for their 
hospitality and spiritual vitality. Each meeting was a 
“visitation”. The great grace was also to stay in the 
very house where Father Eymard was born and to 
pray the offices, participate in the Eucharist, adore 
the Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament in the very 
room where he surrendered his soul to God. 
 
It is impossible to express sufficient thanks to Father 
Thaddée who gave himself without counting the 
cost, whereas he himself did not tire of saying how 
our group was both very receptive and constructive 
so that there took shape a mode of retreat that paid 
attention to what God planted in the soul of Saint 
Peter-Julian Eymard, as well as to the needs of our 
time in search of the Wellspring of Living Water. 
 
On behalf of the group of this pilgrimage 

MR OLIVIER DE KERCHOVE 
Community of La Viale Opstal 
Bruxelles, Belgium 

 
 
 

SOLEMNITY OF ST PETER-JULIAN EYMARD, 
OUR FOUNDER 

Turin, Santa Maria di Piazza 
 
 
 

he solemnity of St Peter-Julian Eymard was characterised 

by the initiative, proposed by the zealous women, to 

remember the apostle of the Eucharist by a eucharistic day 

of prayerful adoration. This began with the celebration of Mass 

at 8 a.m., animated by a group of members of the Aggregation 

and the faithful. This celebration gave a taste of the gentleness of 

the Lord’s love, about which we sang “Taste and see how good 

the Lord is”, though with a certain sadness because of not having 

been able to participate also in communion with the Lord’s 

Blood. At the end of the Mass, as it has always been from 1901 

to today, exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed the 

singing of Morning Prayer, thus beginning adoration that 

continued until 24.00. The new banner of the Aggregation was 

placed next to the altar as a sign of belonging and reminder of the 

promise of commitment to the Eucharist at the centre of our life 

of faith, to journey forward in the eymardian eucharistic 

spirituality. 

 

T 
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Welcoming worshipers at the door of the church was the icon of St Peter-Julian  

holding the monstrance and the invitation “Come let us adore”. 
 

his is the exhortation to all to pause in adoration, and pour out the most beautiful sentiments of one’s heart. St 

Peter-Julian welcoming the aggregates gave them the task of loving the Lord, present in the Sacrament and 

repeated his challenge: “Jesus is there and calls you”, he is waiting for you. Certainly the Doxology at the 

conclusion of the Eucharistic Prayer of the Mass resounded in the worshipers minds: “Through Christ, with Christ and 

in Christ, to you God the Father Almighty, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory, for ever and ever”.  

This praise to the Father is through Jesus, who associated everyone with Himself so that his offering would 

be complete. Each one was turned to the Lord, uniting their lives, to unite them with that of Jesus, for the salvation of 

the world. The presence of the aggregates or others in the church for adoration throughout the day was good, at certain 

times numerous. It was lovely to see the faithful in an adoring and devout attitude. 

At 5.00 p.m. the Rosary was recited with the reflection on the mysteries taken from texts by St Peter-Julian. 

This was followed by the singing of Vespers of the Solemnity. At 6.00 p.m. there was the solemn celebration of the 

Eucharist. On the occasion of the Solemnity, the new banner of the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament of Santa 

Maria di Piazza, Turin, was presented to the aggregates and the faithful.  

The Superior Fr Giulio Maccali invited us to enter into the mystery by letting ourselves be invaded by the 

Lord’s presence of among us. The aggregates were entrusted with animating the celebration which gave it solemnity.  

At the end of the Mass, the Superior, on behalf of the community, paid tribute to all by presenting them with 

the recently edited biography of St Peter-Julian Eymard, written and re-edited by Fr André Guitton. This was a 

wonderful gesture of gratitude and esteem for the aggregates and for those who attend our church of Santa Maria di 

Piazza for prayer. Everyone appreciated the gesture and felt greatly moved on receiving such a valuable gift. 

 

Furthermore, everyone admired the new banner that 

on the front bears the logo of the Blessed Sacrament 

and on the reverse side the image of Our Lady of the 

Blessed Sacrament and St Peter-Julian Eymard, 

which is copied from a painting in our church. It will 

be the standard that will represent the Aggregation 

in various circumstances and celebrations.  

 

This new banner is intended as a gift  
from the aggregates to the Aggregation 
of the Blessed Sacrament of Santa Maria 
di Piazza, commemorating the 120 years 
of the foundation and presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament Congregation in Turin 
at the church of Santa Maria.  

 

 

 

 

After the celebration, adoration continued until midnight, with many of the faithful present. Thus the 

eymardian family of Santa Maria honoured and celebrated its Founder. 

This day of celebration for St Peter-Julian was enriched by some messages: the Eucharistic Day with many 

faithful taking turns in maintaining an extended prayer of adoration from 09.00 a.m. to 24.00 p.m.; the prayed Rosary 

with reflection on the mysteries taken from texts by St Peter-Julian; the singing of the Vespers of the Solemnity; the 

celebration of the Eucharist with the presentation of the new banner of the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament and 

the gift of the Founder’s biography to the faithful present at the feast.  

Thanks be to the Lord. The invitation of the Saint always remains alive for those entering the church of Santa 

Maria, “COME LET US ADORE”, thus being enabled to experience the words of the psalmist: “Taste and see how good 

the Lord is”. 

 

FATHER ALBINO VALENTINI, SSS 
Director of the Aggregation  

3 August 2021 
  
 

 
 

T 
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SYNTHESIS OF THE END OF 

THE YEAR REPORT 
 
ach year the Aggre-
gation of the Blessed 
Sacrament of Santa 

Maria di Piazza in Turin, 
presents a report on the 
activities carried out. This 
usually takes place on the 
fourth Sunday of July. This 
year we likewise relived what 
took place within the group. 
The attendance of the 
aggregates was quite good 

with about forty being present. The pandemic and the summer period had an influence regarding the 
number at this event. The agenda included the report on the activities of the Aggregation in 2020-
2021 as the first topic. And as a second topic, the memory of the 120th anniversary of the foundation 
of the SSS community, who contemplate the Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance on the throne of 
exposition. 
 

The report focused on the various occasions and meetings of the Aggregation in 2020-2021, 
highlighting  29 September as the 25th anniversary of the promise of some aggregates;  13 May, 
the very successful Eucharistic Day;  the only retreat on 23 May with the intervention of Professor 
Carla Casalegno who spoke of the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament at Santa Maria di Piazza 
from 1901 to today;  the catechises of the fourth Sunday of the month as an occasion of gathering 
as an aggregation and formation in the eymardian eucharistic spirituality, which this year’s focus 
being: the celebration of Mass;  the two retreats in June given by Fr Bernardo Mauri and Fr Luca 
Zanchi. 
 

From the fourth Sunday of January 2021 we wanted to remember the 120 years of presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament Congregation in Turin at the church of Santa Maria di Piazza, retracing the history 
from the beginning to today and recalling the most significant moments and some achievements in 
this long, and we can say, glorious history. We recalled and paused to reflect on  the path taken to 
open an Italian community of Blessed Sacrament religious in Turin.  The activities of the parish 
with the various associations and groups and of the sacramental community with the Aggregation’s 
various experiences were recalled. Then mention was made of  the magazines published by the 
Eucharistic Centre in Turin;  the presentation of the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament to Santa 
Maria; and lastly, we were amazed by the beauty and  message of the monstrance and the throne 
of exposition. This was an afternoon to express gratitude to the Lord for what has been done during 
the year 2020-2021, and also to be grateful for what the Blessed Sacrament religious have been able 
to accomplish from 1901 to today in Santa Maria for both Turin and for Italy, by making known the 
vitality of eymardian eucharistic spirituality 
 

Lights and shadows alternated in the development of the programme set up and presented to the 
aggregates in September 2020. The programme was halted, resumed, set aside, postponed, cancelled 
due to the pandemic. A path of obstacles faced was overcome by the zeal and availability of all the 
aggregates. It turned out that not everything went as foreseen due to the pandemic which certainly 
affected participation and attendance. 
 

MRS MARIA PIA CANALE 
Secretary of the Aggregation 

25 July 2021 

E 

Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament 

SANTA MARIA DI PIAZZA - TURIN 
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Eucharistic Week 
 
 
 
 

he Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament, from its specific spiri-
tuality of announcing the Gospel 

through the Eucharist, contributes to the 
missionary and evangelizing work of the 
Church. “The Eucharist is the centre of our 
life, our power of action and apostolate” 
(PR 107,3). The Founder bequeathed us 
the eucharistic apostolate comprising a 
broad perspective: catechesis, retreats, 
Eucharistic Weeks, Eucharistic Con-
gresses, associations among others. 

The Blessed Sacrament Congregation’s presence in Latin America and the Caribbean (Colombia-Peru-
Puerto Rico) spans a considerable time of more than 55 years. It was a region of the Province of Spain and 
canonically erected as the Province of Saint John XXIII at the General Chapter of 2011. Our small province has 
its own challenges in terms of promoting the SSS identity in the communities. For this reason, the religious of 
the respective communities should feel challenged regarding the way we live not only from the eucharistic source, 
but also how we share it with the faithful of the communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The timetable of this Week included some activities related to the experience of the Eucharist: daily 

celebration of the Eucharist, times of fellowship, periods of eucharistic worship outside of Mass, formative 
meetings and a workshop on eymardian eucharistic spirituality. As a practical exercise, a special collection was 
made that will be destined for the needs of the poor of Alaska, an area in the south of the city of Bogotá. 

The Congregation inherited from the Founder an image about a continuous dynamism of the Eucharist 
that encompasses the whole of existence. It impels the eymardian family to incarnate spirituality in the current 
reality from pastoral sources by being committed to the service of the Gospel in solidarity with the most 
disadvantaged. Our province needs to open its mind more and more to understand, disseminate and promote 
the Eucharist and make it more dynamic in the communities. 

The people who experienced the activities of the above-mentioned Week expressed their joy for the new 
understanding they acquired about the Mystery of the Eucharist, their even greater appreciation about the life of 
Peter-Julian Eymard, and above all, a glimpse of the challenges that a eucharistic life presents. It is worthwhile 
to continue relying on the dynamism of the Eucharist in our province with the aim of bringing the eymardian 
thought to the reality of the 21st century: The Eucharist is the renewing force of the Church and Society. 
 

FATHER ELIBIEN JOSEPH, SSS 
5 Sept. 2021, Bogotá, Colombia 

T 

The Eucharistic Week took place at the Chapel of Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament (a Vocational House) from 29 August to 2 September 2021 on the theme: 
“Eucharistic link of charity and fraternity”. 
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HISTORY 

 
 
 
 

Foundation of the 
Congregation in Habana-Cuba 

 
 

"Havana lacks a History (...)  
the oldest ones invent another story,  
a lie, as it should be (...)  
between Havana-that-does-not-exist 
and Havana-a-paradise-lost." 

Abilio Estévez 

 

n about the year 1950 the Province of St Peter of 

the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament wanted 

to have a house in Spanish America. A first attempt 

at making a foundation in Venezuela, after having the 

authorization of the Archbishop of Caracas and the 

approval the Superiors of the Congregation, was 

completely frustrated by the attitude of the government 

of Democratic Action (Venezuela), which refused 

religious of Spanish origin permission to enter the 

country. 

 

As the proposition about making a foundation in 

America was irreversible, a religious from the Province 

of St Peter (Fr Luis Martínez) arrived in Colombia on 

18 January 1950, ready to attempt the foundation. It 

was the Archbishop, Mons. Diego María Gómez, who 

opened the doors of the city and made the foundation 

possible. The Archbishop offered us “ad nutum Santae 

Sedis” the Sanctuary of Bethlehem with the entire hill 

that surrounds it. The Superior General of the time, Fr 

Godefroy Spiekman, while visiting America, arrived in 

Popayán and personally studied the proposal of the 

Archbishop. 

 

The Decree of founding the new house is dated 6 

January 1951 in Rome. The first expedition left Lisbon 

by air. And it comprised the following religious: Fr 

Juan Arratibel, Provincial of the Province of St Peter, 

Fr Román Esquisabel, Fr Esteban Mariezcurrena, Br 

Vicente Urquía and Br Macario Andraiz. Fr Luis 

Martínez, who was named the first Superior of the 

community, was already in Popayán. All of them 

received a great reception in Popayán on 15 February 

1951. Joining them, on 25 September of the same year, 

Fr Gregorio Urquiola was assigned to the new 

foundation, since Fr Provincial had to return to Spain. 

 

The foundation in Havana took place on April 8, 1953, 

date of its canonical erection. In the house diary of 

Popayán the following record appears: “June 09-53. 

Brother Vicente Urquía leaves this house to go to 

Havana. He is the founder of our first house in Cuba. 

And he is the first religious, having come to Colombia, 

who receives orders to leave Popayán.” 

There is also another item noted: “1954 January. This 

month we received the news of the transfer of Fr 

Esteban Mariezcurrena, treasurer of the community, to 

the foundation of Cuba. Date of departure: 18 

February. Arrival, 28 February.” 

To be continued… 

FATHER GREGORIO URQUIOLA, SSS 
Bogotá, Colombia, NOTIBIP 71 - July 2021 
 

 
 

 
 
 

On 1 August 2021 at 4 p.m., a chapel called the 

“Chapel of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard” of 
the Blessed Sacrament priests was 
inaugurated in the Km15 Matola Gare district 
(Nkhobe). This chapel is situated in the 
premises of the future SSS community in 
Mozambique.  

Present at this ceremony was Mgr Francisco Chimoio, the Metropolitan Archbishop of the Archdiocese of 
Maputo, who presided, and all the Blessed Sacrament religious of Maputo. Among the Blessed Sacrament 
religious present were: Father Agostinho Maholele, General Consultor, Father Geraldo Uaiare, Superior 
of the Blessed Sacrament religious in Mozambique, and other SSS Fathers. Blessed Sacrament 
seminarians from the Saint Peter-Julian Eymard foyer also participated in the ceremony. On this day it 
was a very beautiful and gratifying to see the founding of another Blessed Sacrament chapel where the 
Lord present in the Most Blessed Sacrament is praised. We point out that the choice of this day was fitting, 
because the 1st of August is the date of our Holy Founder Saint Pierre-Julien Eymard’s death and the chapel 
has a relic of him. 

FATHER FÉLIX FLORINDO TUPASSO, SSS 
Extract from SSS-Contact, Sept-Oct. 2021 

I 

News from Mozambique 
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he archdiocese of Kin-
shasa, in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, vibra-

ted this weekend to the rhythm 
of the festivities of the Blessed 
Sacrament religious. From Fri-
day 27 to Sunday 29 August 
2021, the province of Isidore 
Bakanja celebrated the perpe-
tual vows of brothers Alfred 
Kumanzembe Frays (DRC), Bo-
niface Wagane Faye (Senegal), 
and Christian Mukuwa Hamba 
(DRC), followed by their diaco-
nal ordination and the priestly ordination of deacon Felix Muko, sss.  
These events were crowned by the presence of Bishop Martin Boucar Tine, former Vicar General of 
our Congregation, and current Bishop of Kaolack in Senegal. 

Prior to these events, an 8-day spiritual preparation was arranged by the Province at the Saint 
Peter-Julian Eymard Eucharistic Centre in Mont Ngafula, Kinshasa. This was the annual retreat for 
all the religious of the Province, including those preparing for the renewal of temporary vows, 
perpetual vows and sacred orders. Brother Bienvenue, op, during his talks had asked retreatants to 
respond to three fundamental questions: where am I with God? where am I with myself? and where 
am I with the others? These three questions, according to him, constitute the basis of community life. 

During the Eucharistic celebration of perpetual vows on Friday 27 August at the Blessed 
Anuarite parish, Bishop Martin Boucar Tine took the opportunity to thank the Christians of this 
parish who welcomed him as vicar of the parish for 7 years and “gave him what he is today”. It was 
his first Mass at Blessed Virgin parish since he became bishop. 

On Saturday 28 August, the Congregation gathered again in the parish of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Binza, to celebrate the 75th birthday of Mgr Edouard Kisonga, sss, the auxiliary bishop 
and vicar general of the archdiocese of Kinshasa, and of Br Kizito Prosper Joseph Ntongo, sss. Bishop 
Martin and Father Antoine Makela, former master of novices, also celebrated 25 years of Eucharistic 
service in the Lord’s vineyard. 

Sunday was marked by the diaconal ordinations of Brothers Alfred Frays, Boniface Faye, and 
Christian Mukuwa. Deacon Felix Muko also received the Sacrament of Priestly Orders at the Parish 
of the Blessed Sacrament in Delvaux Binza. During his homily, Bishop Martin Boucar thanked the 
Christians of this parish for their prayers and their support. He encouraged the newly ordained to be 
true messengers of the Eucharistic message and to be aware of the commitment and demands of the 
life they have freely undertaken. 

At the end of the Eucharistic cele-
bration, Father Anaclet Bambala, the Pro-
vincial Superior, thanked Bishop Martin 
Boucar Tine for being available to respond 
to the call of the Province. He also 
encouraged the newly ordained, and 
thanked the people of God who came in 
large numbers to celebrate with the 
Congregation. At the end of the day, a 
fraternal meal was offered by the Province 
to the guests. 

BROTHER DAVID KAH, SSS  
Scholastic 

T 

Perpetual vows, diaconal and 

sacerdotal ordinations at Kinshasa 
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Anniversaries of Ordinations in October 2021 
 

 
 

02.10.1971 Fr. Adriano QUINZI PONTERANICA  Ordination 50 

02.10.1971 Fr. Carlo SCHIAVON MODUGNO  Ordination 50 

09.10.1971 Fr. Camille GAGNON BOGOTÁ-Corpus Christi  Ordination 50 

16.10.1971 Fr. Gérard BUSQUE QUÉBEC  Ordination 50 
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N. 1609 - Father Gregorio A. Guzman Jr. 

Province: Our Lady of the Assumption 

Community: Nueva Ecija, Philippines 

Death: 17 September 2021 

Age: 61 

Profession: 31 

Priesthood: 26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N. 1610 - Father Frans Weersink 

Province: Saint Peter Julian Eymard 

Community: Nijmegen, Holland 

Death: 17 September 2021 

Age: 89 

Profession: 67 

Priesthood: 59 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The death of a brother will be celebrated as a 
Paschal event filled with hope. We shall faithfully 
carry out the prescribed prayers for our deceased 
(RL 13). 

 
 
 
N. 1611 - Father Conrad Ruest Goulet 

Province: Our Lady of the Assumption 

Community: Panal, Philippines 

Death: 19 September 2021 

Age: 88 

Profession: 67 

Priesthood: 61 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N. 1612 - Father Mathieu Vanherk 

Province: Saint Peter Julian Eymard 

Community: Lommel, Belgium 

Death: 22 September 2021 

Age: 82 

Profession: 59 

Priesthood: 54 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 


