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HISTORY
Foundation of the

Congregation in Habana-Cuba

"Havana lacks a History (...) the oldest ones 
invent another story, a lie, as it should be 
(...) between Havana-that-does-not-exist
and Havana-a-paradise-lost."

Abilio Estévez

nd the Castro revolution took place in 1959. 
Before that, at the end of 1956, a group of 82 
young people, led by Fidel Castro, landed in the 

province of Oriente, entered Sierra Maestra, and 
began the guerrilla fight against the dictatorship of 
Batista, who fled to the United States on 1 January 
1959. Fidel Castro triumphantly entered Havana on 9 
January 1959. The Constitution of 1940 was 
suppressed, and a new regime began: the Castro 
regime, with a leftist tendency - quite communist.

At the same time, Father Martín Garmendia, 
having served his double term as Superior of the 
house, was due for a change. Father Garmendia left 
Cuba for another country and Fr. Gregorio Urquiola, 
who was living in Popayán (Colombia), was appointed 

Superior. He left for the Caribbean Island on 10 
December 1959, the same day as in Bogotá, at 12 
noon. the new Eldorado airport was inaugurated during 

ate.
Now the author of this chronicle is speaking in 

Eldorado airport, but from the old Techo airport, on a 
plane of the Avianca Company. In Miami (USA), after 
a long wait, a plane belonging to the Cuban Aviation 
Company boarded the passengers bound for Cuba. As 
already stated, Fidel Castro was in power. To land at 
the Havana-Rancho Boyeros airport late at night was 
normal. After complying with the rigorous procedures, 
- an added requirement - on leaving the airport Fr 
Segundo Urquía could be seen present waiting for me, 
to take me by car to the new residence of Calzada de 
Bejucal. The next morning I was able to meet the other 
members of the community: Manuel Oyarbide, Martín 
Gorostidi, Julio Sampedro, Ignacio María Eguibar and 
Vicente Urquía.

The community by then had a new house and a 
large chapel with a terrace above it. The life of the 
community continued normally, without other setbacks 
than those imposed by the suffocating heat of Havana. 
The revolution was underway ...

To be continued
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Father Jos Antonio Rivera Ruiz SSS

n Tuesday, 28 September 2021, the 25th

anniversary of Fr José Antonio Rivera Ruiz as a 
priest SSS was commemorated. In order that the 

majority of the community of the Blessed Sacrament 
parish, on 3 Sáinz de Baranda street, in Madrid, could 
be present at this event, the Eucharist of thanksgiving 
was celebrated the following Sunday, 3 October, at 1 

celebration.
Seven Blessed Sacrament priests concelebrated at 

this Eucharist presided over by Fr José Antonio, who was also accompanied by his family, parents, 
brothers and nephews, and a large number of parishioners.

The celebration began with a greeting made by a parishioner, who expressed congratulations for 
t
2005 and, as Parish Priest in this church, from the year 2012. For all that we are united, the Fathers 
of the Community, your family, parishioners, and friends, in a sincere and heartfelt congratulations, 
grateful for your faithfulness, closeness, simplicity and affection towards everyone.

CONGRATULATIONS! Father José Antonio on your Priestly Silver Jubilee as a Blessed Sacrament 
religious and for being among u
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25th
Anniversary of the sacerdotal ordination


