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 “We wholeheartedly desire to hand on the Tradition and the teaching 

of the Church on this sacrament. We seek to further the progress of 

eucharistic theology and practice”. Rule of Life n.36 
 

oordinated by the General Consultor and Secretary, 

Father Joseph Vu Quoc Binh sss, the Theological 

Commission (Cf. Ensemble/Together 89) has been 

reactivated and desires to provide us its contribution 

pertaining to our Eucharistic growth and witness. Amid so many 

approaches of content and formation in all fields of theology, 

spirituality and ecclesial mission, the service that this 

Commission presents us is not only a valuable gift relating to our 

Congregation, but also our contribution to the Eucharistic 

thinking in the Church. 
 

 

Dear confreres, 

The International Theological Commission (ITC) of the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament convened its 
fourth virtual meeting on the 24th and 25th Feb, 2022. At 

C 
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this meeting, after a lengthy but fruitful discussion, it was determined to publish a “Eucharistic 
Catechism” with various articles on various themes to be used as a point of reference for all sorts 
of researches, formative studies and higher studies on the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. 
Making use of the Ensemble/Together, we hope to publish the writings in order to reach the 
conferees and anyone who wish to deepen their knowledge on the Eucharistic spirituality, 
especially for forming our Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
The Commission acknowledges the enormous and numerous contributions already available on 
the subject. The various researches done by our own SSS confreres are already rich and quite 
impressive. Thanks to the official websites of the Congregation, particularly of the Center 
Eucharistia, namely, http://www.eucharistia.org/, which still preserve a solid record of all major 
projects, researches, and contributions 
done in the past, although not updated 
since 2014. 
 
While we hope to bring these too as points 
of reference under various perspectives, 
categorizing them in different appendix 
and glossaries, it is also paramount that we 
recognize our own SSS specialists and 
involve them in this megaproject of the ITC. 
 
Towards this end, we would like to invite 
you, dear Conferees, to explore the 
possibility of your involvement in this work, making use of your own expertise and researches to 
unlock this sacred mystery of the Holy Eucharist. 
 
As we invite volunteers at this stage to join hand with us with your articles to be published under 
‘Eucharistic Catechism’, may we draw your kind attention to the following considerations:  
 

1. Bear in mind that your contributions must be on the Holy Eucharist, highlighting any one 
perspective of this august sacrament. For example, it could be on Eucharist as new 
Passover, Eucharist as memorial, Eucharistic as eschatological, Eucharist as new 
covenant, Eucharist as Real Presence, Eucharist as sacrifice, etc. Your articles could also 
be on Mary, woman of the Eucharist, Eucharistic saints, etc. Since Eucharist is so rich, 
profound and complex, we need to study it from different angles and perspectives.  

2. Your article could be looked at liturgical, biblical, sacramental, pastoral or missiological 
perspectives, depending on your expertise and the orientation of the article with the 
message you would like to bring out. 

3. While the article could be written in English, French, Italian or Spanish, each article must 
have its clarity and precision, and so we propose that it be limited to 10,000 words 

maximum. 

4. In order that the project meets the standard of a quality research and scientific work, we 
expect you to have either footnotes or endnotes, opening avenues for further references 
and researches. 

5. As we are in the very initial stage of this project on ‘Eucharistic catechism’, we invite 
anyone who wishes to make contributions to contact Rev. Fr. Binh, the Coordinator of the 
ITC, representing the General Council via segretariato@curiasss.net with your proposed 
title and the area of research. The ITC will then get in touch with you with more details 
and criteria for the project. Please contact us on or before the 30th April, 2022.  

6. The ITC will be responsible for any further final redaction, edition and changes if they 
deem necessary, but with prior consultation with the contributor. This will help the ITC 
to give a good final touch up for the project.  

April 1st, 2022 
 

INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL COMMISSION 

Towards this end, we would like to 

invite you, dear Conferees, to explore 

the possibility of your involvement in 

this work, making use of your own 

expertise and researches to unlock 

this sacred mystery of the Holy 

Eucharist 

http://www.eucharistia.org/
mailto:segretariato@curiasss.net
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First session 

Malmantile, 7-12 March 2022 
 

rom 7-12 March 2022 the first session of the 25th Chapter of 

the Province of “Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament” was 

celebrated at the House of Spirituality in Malmantile 

(Florence). In the absence of the Provincial, Fr Domenico Avogadro, 

who followed the proceedings from his residence in Prato (where 

he was in quarantine since he was Covid positive), the Chapter was 

presided over by his Vicar, Fr Gabriele Di Nicolò, assisted by the 

Council of presidency, comprising Frs Manuel Barbiero, Luca 

Zanchi, Maurizio Zorzi. 

Throughout proceedings, without forgetting the world events (above all the war in Ukraine), it was 

endeavoured to view them as an invitation to decipher the expectations of people today, in order to respond 

in the light of the Eucharist following the example of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard. 

This Chapter was preceded by a preparatory journey - by means of a pre-chapter document - that 

involved all the SSS communities of Italy and Spain in reflection on the situation of the Province in the current 

socio-ecclesial context and on the dream of "universal fraternity", outlined in Pope Francis' encyclical letter 

“Fratelli tutti”. In this journey we also endeavoured to involve lay people who share our communities’ life and 

mission more closely, aware that all of us - religious and laity - belong to one large family: the Eymardian Family. 

For this reason, at the first session of the Chapter seven lay persons took part from some SSS 

communities or parishes which they frequent (Malmantile, Milano-S. Angela, Ponteranica, Prato, Rome- 

Canadian Martyrs). Two Blessed Sacrament religious were also invited: Fr Allen Peña Punu, who - with another 

confrere from the Philippines - is working in the community of Madrid-Sainz de Baranda; and Fr Martino Bui 

Van Hong Phuc, a Vietnamese religious who is destined to belong to the community of Bolzano. Representing 

the General Council, the Superior General Fr Eugênio Barbosa Martins and his Vicar Fr José Antonio Rivera Ruiz 

took part in the Chapter’s work. 

The work of the Chapter, under the logo the “house of Bethany”, a house of hospitality and fraternity, 

was guided by the third (and last) part of the preparatory document, whose aim consisted in leading the 

capitulars to point out 

the paths to be begun 

and the choices to be 

made in the perspective 

of realising the dream 

of “universal frater-

nity”. This part of the 

document, which the 

capitulars were entru-

sted to read and per-

sonally meditate during 

entire afternoon of 

Monday 7 March, was 

referred to work in 

F 
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groups which, on the morning of Wednesday 9 March, discussed this question: “Which communities can 

respond to the needs indicated by the document and become like the house of Bethany? How? Why?”. 

Rather than indicate particular places, the groups set out above all to point to the conditions that make 

the dream of fraternity possible, convinced that all our communities can become the “house of Bethany”. This 

was also linked to reflecting on our large underused or unused structures, resulting in the proposal about 

assessing their worth in an outlook of acceptance and fraternity. 

On the afternoon of Thursday, 10 March, the commission for drawing up the final document presented 

a first draft of the text, entitled “Ideas for the Chapter document”. Taking up the triple subdivision of the 

renewed Eucharistic spirituality (fraternal community, prayer, service), it inserted the most significant 

contributions that emerged above all from the reflection of the groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The work on Friday, 11 March, began with the intervention of Fr General, who presented his impressions 

about these first days of the Chapter journey and highlighted some elements he considered to be a priority, 

aware that a Chapter cannot be limited to repeat things already said, but must represent every time a new 

beginning. The rest of the day was devoted almost entirely to group work which, based on the first draft of the 

final document and Fr General’s intervention, endeavoured to define "audacious and courageous" choices that 

the Province is called to make in the next four years. 
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From this work some basic suggestions emerged, among which were the following: the need to 

transform our communities into being a real brotherhood of religious and the laity; the importance of a liturgy 

more closely linked to life, by making our life an offering pleasing to God; the necessity of seeking “alliances” 

with realities external to us, which can help us in carrying out our mission, also in responding to the “educational 

urgency”. A prophetic sign, in the present situation, could be to use one of our large structures to welcome 

Ukrainian refugees fleeing the war, as an immediate response to an actual and real emergency. 

During this first session, opportunity was also given to the interventions of the community delegates 

who, at two different moments, reported to the assembly the reflections of the communities on the second 

part of the pre-capitular document and on three specific items: the Eucharistic Centre, the House of Spirituality, 

the Missionary Centre / Coordination. Opportunity was given to the Economy, on which the Provincial 

Treasurer’s report concerning the situation of the communities, was followed by the reflection of the groups, 

as well as about the illuminating intervention of Prof. Beatrice Cerrino on the “Economy of communion”. The 

situation of our elderly / sick religious was not forgotten, especially of those present in the communities of 

Ponteranica and San Benedetto del Tronto, which have the responsibility of caring for them. 

On the last day, Saturday 12 March, the definitive draft of the final document was presented; it set out 

systematically the contributions made by the capitulars, especially by the group work. The draft of the final 

document, when submitted to the vote of the participants, which included lay and religious guests, received 

almost unanimous approval. The Eucharist at 11.30, presided over by Fr General, concluded the morning and, 

with it, the first session of the XXVth Chapter of the Province of “Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament". At the end 

of the session, the “intermediate period” has begun, during which the draft of the final document is made 

known to the communities, which are called to express their view on it with respect to the second session of 

the Chapter, scheduled to be held from 25-30 April 2022. 

Father Flavio Fumagalli, sss 
Com. Milano- S. Pier Giuliano 

 
 
 
 
 

Anniversary of Ordination in May 2022 
 

13.05.1997 Fr. Dominic PHAM VAN VANG Bien Hoa, Vietnam Ordination 25 

 
 
 

R I P 
 
 

N. 1620 - Father Muriel A. UY 

Province: Our Lady of the Assumption 

Community: Mapandan, Philippines 

Death: 22 March 2022 

Age: 53 

Profession: 23 

Priesthood: 17 

 

 
The death of a brother will be celebrated as a 
Paschal event filled with hope. We shall faithfully 
carry out the prescribed prayers for our deceased 
(RL 13). 

 
N. 1621 - Father Robert PITTMAN 

Province: Saint Ann 

Community: Richfield, Regina H. C., USA 

Death: 24 April 2022 

Age: 93 

Profession: 68 

Priesthood: 63 
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 found this photo. We are the three scholastics who 

were elected to be members of the second session of 

the Chapter for the Renewal of the Constitutions that 

took place in Frascati, near Rome in the month of August 

1971. 

I am on the left, the tallest and thinnest, Camille 

Gagnon from Saint John the Baptist Province in Canada. 

In the centre is Donald Pelotte, from Saint Ann Province 

of the United States. Ben Janssen from Saint Joseph 

Province of Holland is on the right. We were elected at 

an international meeting of scholastics held in Duren, 

Germany, a month before the celebration of this Chapter. 

Ben Janssen, after engaging in intense pastoral 

work, mainly in publications, could not survive the crisis 

of celibacy and left the Congregation. 

Donald became Provincial of the Saint Ann Province and during his tenure he was appointed as the 

bishop of the Diocese of Gallup, New Mexico. He is said to have been the first Native American bishop in 

the United States. His roots were from the Abenaki tribe. Due to health problems he had to resign as bishop. 

He died in the year 2010. 

And I still remain. After seventeen years of intense work in my Province of Saint John the Baptist, I 

could not resist the attraction of South America, especially in the peripheries of Lima. I have been here for 

thirty-four years in the Saint John XXIII Province. 

I have dedicated my body and soul to living this time of transition and renewal. I have drawn up a 

formation course for the scholastics that I have given three times; it is called “From the Constitutions to the 

Rule of Life”, consisting of about five sessions. I identify with the Rule of Life. 

This photo above is from the archives... But more than anything, it reminds me of this long journey 

with the Congregation, consisting of more than fifty-seven years of searching, happiness, Eucharistic 

inspiration, not without failures as well, and of gratitude for being a religious of the Blessed Sacrament. 

23.03.2022 

Father Camille Gagnon, sss 
Lima, Peru 

 
 
 

 
If you are interested in the activities of the Centre, you can contact the fathers: 

 Thaddée Mupapa : mupapat@gmail.com  

 Antoine Makela : makelaantoine10@yahoo.fr  

 

  DEPLIANT   

  

I 

Frascati 1971 
50 years since the redaction of the Rule of Life 

Center of Spirituality Eymard 

Program 2022 - La Mure, France 

mailto:mupapat@gmail.com
mailto:makelaantoine10@yahoo.fr
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Collection: Bread for the Journey 

Selected Texts of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We informed you in SSS International 305 that the volume 5 “The mercy of God” and volume 6 “Each 

liturgical season has its grace”, already present in eBook format on http://www.centroeucaristico.it/ 

section <San Pier Giuliano Eymard>, would be soon printed.  

They are now available at the SSS General Curia. Here is the complete series available: 

 

Volume 2 Bread of Life, Heart and Love - Sermons on the Eucharist 1,00 € 

Volume 4 “It is Christ who lives in me” - Proposal of a eucharistic spirituality 1,00 € 

Volume 5 The mercy of God. An ocean of love 2,20 € 

Volume 6 “Each liturgical season has its grace”. Advent and Christmas - Lent and 
Easter 

3,10 € 

 Total for the 4 volumes 7,30 € 

 
We inform you also that the volume 7 in the French collection is available. Here is the complete series: 
 

Volume 1 Une pensée par jour 1,20 € 

Volume 2 Pain de vie, du cœur et de l’amour. Prédication sur l’Eucharistie 1,30 € 

Volume 3 Conseils de vie spirituelle. Extraits de sa correspondance 1,75 € 

Volume 4 « C’est le Christ qui vit en moi » Proposition d’une spiritualité eucharistique 1,40 € 

Volume 5 La miséricorde de Dieu. Un océan d’amour 1,10 € 

Volume 6 « Chaque temps liturgique a sa grâce » Avent et Noel - Carême et Pâques 1,75 € 

Volume 7 « Tous les mystères renferment quelque chose d’eucharistique ». Fêtes 
du Seigneur et des Saints 

2,00 € 

 Total pour les 7 volumes 10,50 € 

 
We remind you that you can order the booklets of the collection published in French and English from the 
SSS Generalate by contacting the General Secretary at: segretariato@curiasss.net or at 
vlemariey@curiasss.net . 
 
Volume 7 is also available in Italian now. You can order the booklets in Italian at the Centro Eucaristico of 
Ponteranica. 
 
ATTENTION: If you wish to have these texts printed in your country, you must respect all the 
configuration of the series established by the CEFO, so you must first contact the General Secretary of 
the SSS Generalate. 
 

26.04.2022 
 

Father Joseph Vu Quoc Binh, sss 
General Secretary 

 
 

A work produced by the CEFO (Commission for Studies on the holy Founder 
and his Works), with booklets published in French, English and Italian, carried 
out by the Centro Eucaristico of Ponteranica, Italy. 

http://www.centroeucaristico.it/
mailto:segretariato@curiasss.net
mailto:vlemariey@curiasss.net

