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The newly reconstructed POLA 
Provincialate House and Chapel 

 
 
 
 

n 2019, the Provincialate House of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament, Province of Our 

Lady of the Assumption, which is endearingly called POLA House, turned 62 years old. As a 

residential structure built in 1957, its strength has not remained the same, and simple repairs are 

not viable options. In this view, it was found timely to rebuild the Provincialate House.  

 

Fused by the sentiments of 

old and new things to come 

together, the building project 

that was approved is called: 

“PROVINCIALATE HOUSE 

RECONSTRUCTION: A 3-

Storey Residential Building” with its owner registered as 

Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament – Philippines. Going 

by the design, a number of good old portions of the House 

are retained and redesigned to express more visibly the 

marks of Religious House structure. And going by the work 

of reconstruction was not motivated by plain sentimentality. 

House Reconstruction is relevant in understanding our past, 

appreciating our present and reconciling us altogether into 

our aspirations for the future of our ministries.  
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This work of reconstruction 

which commenced on the 

16th of September 2019 now 

brings to our sight the 

matter of our prayers and 

aspirations: the Newly 

Reconstructed Provincialate 

House. 

 

 

 

Every house is founded by someone, but 

everything is founded by GOD. 

(Hebrew 3:4) 
 

The Solemn Rite of Blessing and 

Dedication of the Newly Reconstructed 

POLA Provincialate House and Chapel 

on March 18, 2022 at 3 o’clock in the 

afternoon, presided by the Most Rev. 

Sofronio A. Bancud, SSS, D.D., Bishop 

of the Diocese of Cabanatuan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rite of blessing and consecration of the new Chapel and Altar  

dedicated in honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament 



What everyone will definitely hear from us in this great undertaking of reconstructing the Provincialate 

House and Chapel must be the beautiful story of God’s blessings unfolding since day one of the project 

down to the remaining period of its completion. Ours is a story of trusting in God and being favored by 

God. As a Congregation, we are aware that the sources of funding for this project had always been our 

point of fear and uncertainties. We only had a minimal budget to begin with so to speak. But the need 

came calling us to reconstruct now or never. Hence, we entrusted all our efforts into the very hands of 

God; we put together our humble means and beg God to enrich them; and we prayed together for 

God’s constant direction. For everything that has been, in whatever situation we all went through as a 

province running this project for almost three years – God’s love never failed! Blessed be God forever! 

 

Like any building project, we encountered many forms of trying times, not to mention the coming of 

the Covid-19 pandemic which left a great portion of our initiatives into unthinkable levels of paranoia. 

But God sustained our spirits in good shape. We did not see the pandemic as a sign from God to stop 

all initiatives related to the reconstruction project. We rather recognized the pandemic as an opportunity 

to strengthen our sense of duty and focus on helping others according to our humble capacities. We 

stopped several times due to mandatory lockdowns caused by the pandemic. We slowed down in 

progress for many times as well because of many factors affecting resources, time and availability, 

technical challenges, health of workers and management of the project. But all the stresses and 

tensions coming from these situations were not enough to discourage our resolve to take every step 

slowly yet completely believing that God is in control and God will bring into fruition every good work 

He has begun in us. Blessed be God forever!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenges and difficulties in the 

working progress of this project 

are simply bearable because God 

gave us the right company of 

persons who journeyed with us 

closely in almost 3 years. Our 

congregation is indebted to many 

people who humbled us for their 

sincere generosity. 

 

We are deeply grateful to God for 

sending us generous benefactors 

and friends blessed with 

sensitivities to the special needs 

of this project of reconstructing 

the Provincialate House.  

Certainly, benefactors do not need our gratitude, but each time we say “thank you” we only love to 

remind the goodness of their hearts for the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament. God knows the 

extent of their sacrifices and self-giving. May they be blessed with something more to glorify the Lord! 

 

To all our Filipino Sacramentino Fathers and Brothers from the different local communities here and 

abroad, thank you for all kinds of help you constantly shared for the province in order to accomplish 

this great project of rebuilding our own house. Your efforts needless to say are real assurances of your 

warmth to belong in this family of St. Peter Julian Eymard, our Holy Founder. 

Special thoughts of love and gratitude we offer to St. Joseph, 
known in the tradition of our Holy Founder, to be an effective 
intercessor in our great needs in the building of new house for our 
early communities as a Congregation. We offer the same honor 
and praise to St. Joseph being the first to provide for the human 
needs of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Mary, Our Lady of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, we continue to entrust our vocation, 
our life and our mission. To our Holy Founder, St. Peter Julian 
Eymard we rely for unceasing help. 



Sincerest appreciation and gratitude to the members of the POLA Provincial Council headed by Fr. Roel 

dela Cruz, sss. We commend such faith and determination of the council which humble aspiration is to 

bring all Sacramentinos at home to the embrace of this newly reconstructed Provincialate house, with 

hopes of living up further our fraternal charity and faith in the goodness of God. 

 

Forever we are grateful, to the one and triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Benedictus Deus, in 

aeternum! (Blessed be God forever!) 

 

May 2022 

 

Father Marc Bryan R. Adona, sss  
Provincial Development Office 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the Lord of the harvest, 
praise forever!  
 
 
 

REV. FR. TEDLEY TANHUECO VILLANUEVA, SSS 

Ordained Priest: February 25, 2022 
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Parish, Angeles City 
Archdiocese of San Fernando Pampanga 

Ordaining Prelate: 
MOST REV. FLORENTINO G. LAVARIAS, D.D 
Archbishop of San Fernando, Pampanga 

 
 
 

 
 
 

REV. FR. EDDIENEL GRANIL VILLA, SSS 

Ordained Priest: March 25, 2022 
St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish, Gerona Tarlac 

Diocese of Tarlac 

Ordaining Prelate: 

MOST REV. ENRIQUE V. MACARAEG, D.D 
Bishop of Tarlac 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

REV. FR. VICTOR CLEMENCE BARTOLOME POSADAS, SSS 

Ordained Priest: May 23, 2022 
Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Roxas City, Capiz 
Archdiocese of Capiz 

Ordaining Prelate: 
MOST REV.  JOSE CORAZON T. TALA-OC D.D 
Bishop of Kalibo 

 
 
  

Meet the Newly Ordained 
Sacramentino Priests in the 
Philippines 



 
 

he Rule of Life, which came about as a response to the Second Vatican Council calling 
religious congregations and institutes to return to the sources, is the “Magna Carta” 
orienting the life of the Congregation, based on the guidelines to understand, deepen and 

live the whole Eucharist. This is our ideal as an 
Eymardian charismatic family (RL 1). 
 

From 16 to 27 May 2022, I was at the Latin 
American Novitiate, Sete Lagoas, Brazil to guide two 
weeks of formation for the novices: a first week with 
Ángel Pereira, the only 2nd year novice, and the 2nd Week 
with the three 1st year novices: Abraham Rabel, Adán 
Timote and Gecson Araujo. Focusing on the Rule of Life numbers 1-20 the objective was: to 
approach to the Rule of Life of the Congregation from the perspective of Fr. Eymard’s Charism by 
rereading Eucharistic spirituality and the SSS mission in the light of the Second Vatican Council in 
order to discover the rich Eucharistic theology presented by the Rule of Life. 
 
 
 
 

Fr Elibien 
and the 3 first-year novices 

 
 

From left to right: Fr. Juan Enrique, sss, 
novice master, Fr. Elibien Joseph, sss, 
lecturer of the week, Ángel Pereira, 2nd year 
novice. 
 
 
 
 

1. An integral vision of the Eucharist 
 

In response to the call of the Second Vatican Council, which was inspired by the Spirit to 
renew the Church and Consecrated Religious Life, the Congregation undertook the thorough and 
demanding task during two general chapters, which resulted in drawing up, in relation to the 
first constitutions, the Rule of Life which were approved by the Holy See in 1984. 

This fundamental document presents the spiritual and charismatic patrimony of the 
Founder to give it new meaning and constantly dynamize the spirituality and mission of the 
Congregation in a conciliar perspective, through appropriately and thoroughly taking into 
account the realities and needs pertaining to our historical epoch (RL 3). 

T 

An integral vision of the Eucharist 

in the light of the Rule of Life 



2. A form of life characteristic of SSS communities 
 

What is the lifestyle described by Our Rule of Life? Are we in tune with it and faithful to 
it? What witness do we pass on regarding our spiritual and missionary source? 

The Rule of Life is a source that helps sss religious to contemplate the richness and 
breadth of the Mystery of the Eucharist in order to give meaning anew to life and to reinvigorate 
spirituality and the Eucharistic mission in the perspective of the Founder’s heritage. This is the 
goal of religious consecration (RL 15 and 102). 

The question of continuing our patrimony entails awareness of one’s own sss identity, 
dynamically and creatively transmitting the spirituality of the Congregation; sharing through 
action, concrete works and witnessing in life the whole ideal and the Eucharistic mission in the 
Church and in today's society. 
 

3. A challenging vision of our Eucharistic mission today 
 

Our Magna Carta encompasses the richness of a Eucharistic theology as regards the 
Eucharist celebrated, adored and proclaimed (lived) to be visible signs of the divine presence in 
the world (Mt 28:19-20 / RL 7 and 21). 

The challenge requires going back to the sources from the perspective of the Founder so 
that each sss community becomes truly a cenacle; that is, an atmosphere of fraternity, 
communion and prayer where evangelical and Eucharistic values truly reign. Furthermore, it will 
be a place where grace prevails through each brother’s effort to avoid forming structures of sin 
and diverting the evangelical path traced by the Rule of Life but endeavouring to build up the 
community (1Cor 12:4-7) . 

My invitation promotes taking an interior look so that by each religious and also at the 
provincial / regional level the following questions are faced: How is the integral vision of the 
Eucharist being lived in the local community? Is the Eucharistic mission bearing fruit in its 
particular ecclesial and social context? Are we really in tune with the synodal Church’s proposal 
regarding listening internally and externally to the province/community? 
 

Father Elibien Joseph, sss 
Province of Saint John XXIII 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

n Friday 13 May 2022, while celebrating the hundred and sixty-sixth (166) anniversary of the 
foundation of our Congregation, Brothers Christophe Mendy and Francisco Mendy (from the 
Province of Our Lady of Africa, Senegal-Guinée Bissao), Juan David Zapata Patiño and Wilmer 

Jobany Gómez Rodríguez (from the Province of Saint John XXIII, Colombia-Peru) had the grace and joy 
of making their perpetual profession in the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament according to the 
Rule of Life. 

This event had been preceded by three months of preparation for perpetual vows under the 
direction of Fr Camille Gagnon, a preparation which led us to consider several themes concerning the 
life of the Congregation, such as its history, the life of the Founder and his journey and, of course, to 
reflect and meditate on the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience according to the Rule of Life. 
 

O 

Perpetual Profession, Chapel San 
Pablo, Canto Chico, Lima, Peru 



This preparatory phase thus enabled us to reread the writings of the Founder, to reflect on the 
Rule of Life but above all, to rediscover the beauty and the depth of the three vows in the light of the 
commentary made by the former Superior General Fr Anthony McSweeney. Also, it was an opportunity 
to revisit the essential texts regarding, on the one hand, an understanding of our history as a religious 
family and, on the other hand, the life of the Congregation itself as related to expressing our charism, 
spirituality and mission. 

In this perspective the emphasis was placed, for example, on the relationship between Father 
Eymard and the Holy Scriptures, on the one hand, and between the Founder and the laity, on the other. 
Likewise, attention was drawn to reviewing items such as the interior cenacle and frequent communion 
according to Father Eymard.  

Moreover, apropos the celebration of 
perpetual profession itself, this was presided over 
by Fr Carlos José Cierra Rodríguez, Provincial 
Superior of the Province of Saint John XXIII 
(Colombia-Peru), who made the trip to Lima. In his 
homily, he emphasised fidelity to the Lord and to 
his Church in view of the harsh reality of the 
growing number of religious leaving consecrated 
life, as well as the challenges that await us in our 

mission about having to respond adequately to the hungers of the men and women of our time. 
In view of the above, we express our joy and pride to belong to the Congregation of the 

Blessed Sacrament, but above all, 
to know that we are welcomed and 
accepted as its members, 
perpetually professed religious. 
Also, we are grateful to God who 
called us and who gave us the gift 
of the Eucharistic vocation. Our 
gratitude also goes to all the 
confreres who accompanied us in 
formation (pre-novitiate, novitiate 
and scholasticate) during these ten 
years. 

In a particular way we 
(Brothers Christophe and 
Francisco) express our sincere 
thanks to our Province (Our Lady of 
Africa, Senegal-Guinea Bissao) as 
well as to the Blessed Sacrament 
Latin American Conference (CLAS), 
which welcomed us and formed 
during the three years of study and stay in Latin America. We are grateful for the experience of 
internationality that we lived in the scholasticate and that we continue to live on Latin American soil. 

But above all we express our gratitude to Fr Camille Gagnon for having accepted to be the 
director of the Eymardian Year 2022 and for having enriched us by his experience of the Congregation 
and of consecrated life and this from the level of his fifty-seven years of religious life and fifty years of 
priesthood. 
 

Brother Christophe Mendy, sss 
 

This entailed undoubtedly a rich and 

intense preparation that allowed us 

to rediscover our identity as religious 

of the Blessed Sacrament in order to 

make our own once again the 

charism and the mission of our 

Eymardian family 

Br. Francisco   Br. Wilmer 

 
Br. Juan   Br. Christophe 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

n Sunday, 8 May 2022, the Inter-African Scholasticate "Emmaus" had a double celebration: on 
the one hand the fifty-ninth World Day of Prayer for Vocations, and on the other hand the 
occasion of the conferring of the ministries of sixteen scholastics. This day of celebration and joy 

was for the scholasticate an occasion not to be missed as is customary, to rejoice in the gift of the vocation 
to the consecrated life and to the priesthood, as well as to consolidate fraternity between Eymardians. 
(Fathers, Brothers, Aggregates) and Christians of good will from the Blessed Anuarite parish. 

Thus, after the proclamation of the Gospel by Deacon Joel, omi, Fr Anaclet Bambala Mazina, sss, 
president of the Eucharistic celebration and Superior of the province of Isidore Bakanja, in accordance 
with his role as a Major Superior, conferred on behalf of the universal Church the ministry of reader on 
brothers: Adérito, Baudelaire, Esaïe, Gabriel, Grace, José, Mariano, Onavio, Patino, Pierre, Terenciano, 
Timothéo, and that of acolyte on brothers: Borjalvin, Crisvel, David, Immanuel. On the previous day, it 
should be noted, Fr Magloire Makengo, sss, and Deacon Alfred Kumanzembe, sss explained to these new 
ministers the meaning of each respective ministry – lectorate and acolyte. 

By commenting on the liturgical texts of the day, Father 
Anaclet began by encouraging his young confreres about being 
resolute in this vocation despite the multiple crises that are before 
them, and then he urged the people of God to rebuild families as 
Pope Francis pointed out in his message on the occasion of the 
59TH DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS. Finally, to close his 
homily, Father Anaclet returned to the realistic fact that sound 
consecrated persons come from good families. With this final statement, he thus invited each one to become a 
good shepherd for others. 

After this divine service, the scholasticate opened its doors to serve wine to the religious, associates 
and friends had come from all over for this celebration. Between convivial meals and fraternal 
conversation, the day itself manifest the immense joy that consecrated persons bring to their place of 
mission, which is one witnessing life. 
 
Brother Baudelaire Benazo, sss 
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo 

 

 
  

O 

Conferring of the ministries of Reader and Acolyte 

at the Emmaus Inter-African Scholasticate 

Message of Pope Francis:  

CALLED TO BUILD THE HUMAN FAMILY 

- Rome, St John Lateran, 8 May 
2022, Fourth Sunday of Easter. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

he recent meeting of the Provincial Chapter at the Noddfa Retreat Centre in Penmaenmawr provided 
a sanctuary for us so that we could map out a course for the mission of the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament in Britain and Ireland for the next four years. 

The word Noddfa means ‘sanctuary’ in the Welsh language. Like most of your localities, our 
communities here are city centre realities which bring with them 24/7 noise and sharing our lives with fellow 
city residents who walk the streets anonymously. So, at Noddfa the Province gathered surrounded by the 
stillness of the countryside so that together we could undertake the task in hand. 

I was allotted room 32, a onetime small farm building, which backed onto an enormous field. I noticed 
straightaway that the field had a rather steep gradient which gave the impression that you couldn’t actually 
see anything beyond its summit. Anybody venturing to walk the length of that field would be undertaking an 
act of faith as there was no certainty as to where the journey would lead. It struck me as the chapter opened 
that this field provided a ‘nature parable’ because it incarnated so much of what underpins the provincial 
chapter experience. Often chapters are an uphill trek, but also an enormous act of faith, as short, medium, 
and long term futures come into 
view and we vision our priorities 
and take stock of our resources. 

We were joined by Sr. 
Elaine Penrice FSP who is director 
of the National Vocations Office for 
the Bishop’s Conference of 
England and Wales who assisted 
us in channeling our thinking 
toward some concrete animation. 

The new Provincial Council 
finds Fr. Peter Dowling, Fr. Melville Wright, Fr. George Dunne, and myself, charged with the responsibly of 
responding to the Chapter, and in the same act of faith, visioning something beyond the brow of the hill and 
what remains unseen. 
 

May 23, 2022 

Father Darren Maslen, sss 
Provincial Consultor and Treasurer 
 
  

T 

Province of Saints Peter and Paul: 
Chapter Report 

The onward journey of the Congregation in these 
islands is marked by a more intentional 
international collaboration, a growing ministry 
relationship with our associated lay teams, and a 
focus on constructing a workable plan to nurture a 
culture of vocations amongst us. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

n the feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament we celebrated the 70th anniversary of the 

profession of Sr Christine Lapointe, a servant of the Blessed Sacrament, and of two SSS religious, 

Frs Émilien LeBlanc and Loyola Gagné, who were professed in 1952 in our church now in ruins at 

Quebec. 

The celebration was held in the 

chapel of the Foyer of Charity, on the 

isle of Orleans, with Fr Ghislain 

Cossette, the provincial superior, as 

the principal celebrant, and the two 

jubilarians, Émilien LeBlanc and 

Loyola Gagné. Sr Christine, who had 

arranged this feast, was seated in front 

of her kneeler in the first row.  

The remarkable feature in this 

chapel is that it has two different 

effigies of the corpus on the large 

crucifix behind the altar: one 

crucified corpus for ordinary time 

and one risen corpus for Eastertide 

(as can be seen in the photo that 

shows Jesus’ arms free from the 

cross). 

 

In this photo taken during 

the festive meal, Fr 

Loyola is seen holding a 

microphone while making 

the speech for the 

occasion. On his right is 

Sister Christine, the third 

jubilarian, with Sister Fe 

Manalo, the Superior 

General of the Sister 

Servants of the Blessed 

Sacrament from 

Sherbrooke (Canada). 

 

 

Fr Émilien LeBlanc also shown making a speech  

 

Father Loyola Gagné, sss 
2 June 2022 
  

O 

70th anniversary of profession 

at Quebec, 13 May 2022 



 
 
 
 

Province Vietnamese Martyrs - Vietnam 
 

25 May 2022 

Superior provincial Fr. Joseph PHAM DINH AI 
Vicar provincial Fr. Joseph PHAN NGOC TRO 
1° Consultor provincial Fr. Joseph PHAN NGOC TRO 
2° Consultor provincial Fr. Joseph TRAN NGOC TAN 
3° Consultor provincial Fr. Peter TRINH NHU CUNG 
4° Consultor provincial Fr. Joseph TRAN MINH HIEU 
Treasurer provincial Fr. Joseph NGUYEN HOANG PHONG 

 
Delegate for General Chapter 1 Fr. Peter TRINH NHU CUNG 
Delegate for General Chapter 2 Fr. Joseph TRAN NGOC TAN 

Substitute delegate for GC 1 Fr. Martin LE TRUNG HIEU 
Substitute delegate for GC 2 Fr. Anthony NGO VAN THAI 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries of Ordination in July 2022 
 

05.07.1997 Fr Grégoire DOG Dakar-Fann, Senegal Ordination 25 

05.07.1997 Fr Antoine NDONG Roma-Martiri Canadesi, Italy  Ordination 25 

26.07.1997 Fr Edgard BUGNA Pagudpud, Philippines Ordination 25 

 

Provincial/Regional Chapters - 2022 

Fr Cung       Fr Hieu       Fr Tro       Fr Ai       Fr Tan       Fr Phong 


