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  Pilgrim Walk with the Eymard 
  Centre of Spirituality of La Mure 

 
 

 
 

n Saturday, 15 October 2022, a beautiful autumn day, under a 
magnificent sun, a three-hour pilgrim walk took place, 
organized by the Eymard Centre of Spirituality. The 

importance of the earth for Saint Peter-Julian Eymard is well known. 
In one of his letters to his sisters, he wrote: “My dear sisters, as I 
return from our retreat at Belley, I am writing to tell you that you still 
have a brother in this world and he is not so ungrateful as to forget 
you. On the contrary, his love for you becomes even stronger since it 
draws its strength from God” (CO 6; OC II,34). 
 
The earth evokes the importance of keeping history in mind. It binds a person to God, to his parents, and 
to future generations. The earth reminds human beings of their duty of gratitude towards God, who is its 
Owner, source of all existence, of enduring love for humankind. He is the Author of wellbeing, peace, 
prosperity, freedom for every person who trusts in Him. 

 
This love of God reminds us of how important it is to maintain a 
personal relationship with Him and with other people, 
beneficiaries of the same love. Human beings must imitate this 
divine action shown towards them and bear witness to it for the 
benefit of others. This entails stripping oneself of this gift and 
pouring it out to others for the greater tranquillity, prosperity and 
peace for all. 
 
The earth is also the place of suffering, of trials. It invites human 
beings to be patient and generous in tribulations, and to the 
hope of sharing endless happiness. We should recall all the 
hardships experienced by Eymard’s large family, of which only 
three orphans remained: Marie-Anne, Peter-Julian and Annette 
(adopted), survivors of ten children, the others having died at 
an early age; the family’s poverty, the cross pertaining to every 
vocation, which in this case was the priestly life of Peter-Julian, 
his frail health, his two sisters’ suffering at feeling alone, 
deprived of the affection of their only brother when he left for 
religious life. 
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In the world the suffering of people 
is evident regarding those adrift 
from society: orphans, single 
women having to care for many 
children, migrants, exiles, the sick 
without help, persons who are 
victims of being forced to move, at 
the fringe of living as continual 
itinerants because of the atrocities 
of wars. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Apropos this, here are Eymard’s wishes for New Year in 1841 to his two sisters: “The final answer to 
everything is that in order to enter into heaven one must suffer much on this earth. What I wish for you, my 
dear sisters, is the patience of the Gospel and the generosity of a spouse of the Lord. That is what I ask the 

Blessed Virgin for you, twice a day” (CO 16; OC II,49). This is an invitation to live in divine love, 

abandonment and total trust in the Lord (cf. CO 327; OC II, 381). 
 
These were the intentions of the pilgrims during this walk. We were twenty-two pilgrims, including 6 children, 
who started off at the Pont du Prêtre in Valbonnais (20 kilometers from La Mure). After walking for an hour 
on a forest path, where we were able to know each other better, we stopped at the chapel of Saint 
Barthélémy in Verneys. There we spent some time in prayer followed by exchanging reflections in small 
groups on the Gospel of the day (Lk 12:8-12). We tried to understand the meaning of the dense phrase 

“blasphemy against the Spirit” (Lk 12:10). The Spirit unites the faithful to Christ. To blaspheme against 

the Spirit means to blaspheme against the foundation of divine love, against salvation. It refers to the refusal 
to be forgiven. Yet Christ forgives everything (cf. 
Pope Francis, Homily at Mass on 27 January 
2015). We were encouraged to develop our 
missionary audacity, with the assurance that “the 
Holy Spirit will teach us at that hour what to say” 
(Lk 12:12). 
 
Then, the little group continued its walk to the 
church of Valbonnais. There we entrusted to the 
Lord our personal intentions, especially for those 
who are undergoing trials. We recited Saint Teresa 
of Avila’s prayer of trust from on 15 October, her 
liturgical feast day:  
 

“Let nothing trouble you, let nothing frighten you; anything goes. God does not change: patience gets 

everything; he who possesses God lacks nothing God alone suffices!” 
 
And before leaving, we were invited to meditate on the following words of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard: 

“The Holy Spirit is a spirit of truth. The Apostles are its light. Jesus Christ told them: You are the light 
of the world [Mt 5:14]. And they went to spread this divine light up to the ends of the world, and this 
apostolic light is still shining in all its splendour: A light that will never go out [Si 24:6 Vulg.]. And this 

It is thus important to set up all kinds of initiatives that 

include prayer, pilgrim walks, which contribute and express 

a desire about being united with all the other prayers 

addressed to God, in order to recall the importance of 

ensuring a balanced management of the world’s terrestrial 

resources, which are a gift from God, a sign of recognition, 

solidarity, unity, fraternity and prosperity for all, as well as 

future generations. 



3 

light is the truth that the Apostles are preaching, and this truth is also the faith in Jesus Christ and in 
his mysteries. And the world believed in the word of the Apostle and even believed in its mysteries. 
It’s because this evangelical word is powerful: The word of God is living, more effective than a 
sharpened sword [cf. He 4:12]. It is the word of the Holy Spirit that breaks the cedars of Lebanon, 
human pride, and slaughters it at its feet. 
It is the word of grace and of truth [Jn 1:14]. And no one receives this truth, this grace, except through 
the priest, he is its minister of faith, he is […], faith comes from hearing [Rm 10:17], How can we 
come to believe without listening to a preacher? [cf. Rm 10:14].” 
(Preaching - PG 165,4 ; OC X,196). 

 

Mister François Roland 
Secretary of the Office of the Friends of Father Eymard 
Eymard Centre de spiritualité, La Mure 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

he AGC 2021, Father General and his team re-created the International Theological Commission (ITC). 

Bringing back this commission was a hope of the General Chapter in 2017 and one of its action plans.  

 

 

Composition of the ITC SSS 
 

Fr Joseph Binh SSS, Vietnam - general council secretary and convener 

Fr Justin Chawkan SSS, Sri Lanka – newly-elected provincial and theologian/professor 

Fr Lino Emilio Diez Valladares SSS, Spain – parish priest and theologian 

Fr Noël Mayamba SSS, Democratic Republic of Congo – director Eucharistic Center 

Fr Philip Benzy Romician SSS, India - general treasurer and translator serving in Rome 

Fr John Thomas Lane SSS, U.S.A. - provincial and pastor in Highland Heights, Ohio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T 

  3 - 9 November 2022 - Rome 

From left to right: Fr Noël, Fr Lino, Fr Binh, Fr John Thomas, Fr Justin, Fr Benzy 
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After meeting six times on Zoom due to COVID, we enjoyed our first in-person meeting working at the 

Generalate (from 3-9 November 2022, Rome) on a few projects we had discussed for more than a year. 

 

 
 

Survey for prayer and exposition 
 

First, we prepare a survey for prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament, and the practice of prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. This survey accesses the 

state of critical points of our prayer life. The 2017 General Chapter asked for an assessment of prayer in the 

presence of the Blessed Sacrament and exposition. This survey calls us to respond and share why we pray, 

how we pray, and the styles with which we pray. We will invite our associates, parishes, the Servants of the 

Blessed Sacrament, and Servitium Christi to participate. The survey will be sent out through our provincials 

and other leaders with a link for all to participate; provincials will gather the data in our different language 

groups and return it to the ITC for compiling and study. A report will be made about this issue at our General 

Chapter in Vietnam in November 2023. 

 

 
 

Eucharistic Catechism Project 
 

The main task that brought us to Rome was to develop a Eucharistic Catechism project for our Eymardian 

family. We hope to have basic texts to serve the Eymardian Family and ensure we share a common 

theological language and basic formation about the Eucharist. In the beginning of this year, we requested 

Blessed Sacrament religious submit articles on different aspects of Eucharistic theology. These came in 

multiple languages, and we spent time reviewing, editing, adapting, and in one case, working with the 

author to improve the text. The majority of our work surrounded the many submissions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many articles will be published in Ensemble/Together, the publication of the General Administration of the 

Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament; all will be uploaded to the international website of the 

Congregation and a newly-created drop-down folder with Eucharistic works. We hope this is a starting point 

for others to share their inspiration about the many facets of the Eucharist and its theology. We request 

further submissions and articles about the Eucharist so that we may add to the Catechism and our 

Eucharistic source on the website.  

 

We are reminded that previous administrations did such fine work and created an excellent bibliography 

that still is a hallmark of our website and the former Centro Eucharistia. We hope this added Catechism will 

draw others to our website for the resources that genuinely support our Eucharistic theology and Rule of Life.  
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40th anniversary of our Rule of Life 
 

Speaking of the Rule of Life (ROL), another aspect of our meeting was brainstorming for our 40th anniversary 

with our ROL. For some of us religious, the ROL is all we have known. Our discussions reminded us of the great 

history and challenges that brought the ROL to birth and the excellent commentaries that have been written 

(notably Tony McSweeney’s) to guide our daily living of the ROL.  

With the General Council’s blessing, we hope to have a preparation year from August 1, 2023, until August 

1, 2024, the 40th anniversary of the approval/implementation of the ROL. The ITC and General Council will 

invite a series of articles and reflections to prepare us each month for the event. We hope we will revisit the 

backstory and history that brought the ROL to birth, the meaning of this document for us today, and the 

way we give flesh and life to the ROL.   

I shared a story about our religious in the USA: on our memorial cards, we list the favorite number of the ROL 

or the one we choose for the person who has died that truly exemplified their life through the ROL.  

The ITC each asked one another: what is your favorite ROL number and why. This is a starting point for each 

of us to celebrate and live the ROL and share its meaning in our religious life. We demonstrate how we love 

and live our ROL and invite others to share their theological reflection on the ROL. What is your favorite 

number?  

Let us celebrate the great gift of our Eucharistic vocation, springing from our Eucharistic LORD, the Gospel, 

and our ROL. 

 

On behalf of the SSS ITC:  

 

Father John Thomas Lane SSS 
Provincial Superior – Province of Saint Ann – USA 
Highland Heights, Ohio 

 
 
 
 

 

 
here is only one Eymardian Eucharistic Spirituality, but it has been adapted to the different 
socio-cultural contexts where the Blessed Sacrament religious live and put into context 
according to an appropriate reading of the sign of times in harmony with the Second Vatican 

Council. Each year, the Blessed Sacrament tradition calls the Eymardian family to organize the 
“Eucharistic Meal”, a primordial and meaningful event that assists us to deepen the values of the 
Eucharist, to help the faithful to become aware of their spiritual identity and to strengthen the 
foundations of their path of living around the fount of the Eucharist. The Eucharist inspires us with 
the great love of Jesus, it is the anticipation of the banquet of the Kingdom here on earth (cf. PG 144: 
OC X92).  

The Eucharistic Meal took place in Lima on 22 October 2022, from 7 to 10 pm. It was 
organized by Fr Elibien Joseph sss and the members of the SSS Lay people’s Aggregation (ALLS) from 
Lima. The topic chosen was Participation in the banquet of the Kingdom of God around the table. It was 
approached from a dynamic of fraternity, feeding and nourishment existence around the table and it 
was inspired by the pericope of Lk 14:15-23. 

T 
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This event was structured in three different moments. 

1. A fraternal and friendly welcome, accompanied by a moment prayer, which was creative, open, 
fraternal and focused by the perspective of reaching the other. After prayer there was a brief 
reflection regarding the relationship between the “Eucharistic table” and the “family table”, 
guided by Fr Elibien Joseph SSS. 

 

2. A moment of sharing in an environment focused by the spirit of listening and moving towards 
the other through experiencing fraternity around the table. This moment was aimed at relating 
life to the Eucharistic Spirituality, welcoming the call of the Lord in Luke’s gospel. Whereas many 
declined the invitation for many reasons, but the people present at the gatherings welcomed the 
invitation to be present at the feast of the banquet, contemplating the revealing presence of God 
in each person taking part.  

 

3. The whole development of the Meal was integrated with a creative dynamic, animated with 
Eucharistic and spiritual music. This is because the banquet of the Lord entails an atmosphere for 
celebration, joy and enthusiasm of everyone living a Christian spirituality that above all springs 
from the Eucharist.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was clear for everyone present that 
the Eucharistic table becomes a fount 
of inspiration for life in the family, for 
being open and caring towards each 
other, for dialogue and integration. In 
this respect a spirituality springing 
from the table builds us up in divine 

love, humanizes us and helps us to be more Christian in a Eucharistic perspective. It is a sign of 
contemplating life that is orientated towards unity in diversity, guides family and eucharistic union 
and strengthens communion.  
 
Father Elibien Joseph, sss 
Community of Lima 

 
 

The main message highlighted by 
this Meal can be summarized as 

understanding the banquet from a 
spiritual, human and eucharistic 

perspective. 
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t was indeed a joyful moment for 
us the members of Christ the 
Bread of Life, Sri Lanka to rally 
around and celebrate the Per-

petual Profession of Bro. Emilio 
Mossa, SSS who is from Mo-
zambique, the Province of St. Peter 
Julian Eymard.  
 

The celebration was held on November 1st, 2022 at St. Thomas’ Church, Matale, Sri Lanka. Fr. Aruna, 
SSS, the Parish Priest, along with Fr. Marcus, the Provincial Treasurer and Fr. Sagara, SSS, the Scholastic 
Director and the scholastics looked into all the arrangements of the day. 

Bro. Emilio was one of the first international students to reach Sri Lanka in 2017 for his theological 
and initial formation. After having completed his Theological studies at the Blessed Sacrament 
Scholasticate, Kandy, he was sent to Goa, India from July-Oct, 2022, to join the other perpetualists – four 
from the Indian province and one from UK-Ire province – to follow the IP4-2022, thanks to Fr. Peter 
Jayakanthan, SSS, the Provincial Superior, India and Fr. Peter Fernandez, SSS the coordinator of IP4 for 
organizing the program so beautifully and meaningfully.  

At the end of the program, Bro. Emilio, SSS returned to Sri Lanka and with a week of Eymardian 
Retreat conducted by Fr. Manuel, SSS, he made his perpetual profession, in the presence of Rev. Fr. Justin 
Chawkan, the Provincial Superior, Sri Lanka and the other SSS from many communities of Sri Lanka. Fr 
Justin during his homily highlighted on the importance of one’s gift of self in consecrated life as inspired 
by the beatitudes of the Gospel.  

Since it was also the solemnity of All Saints, it doubled our joy to be thankful to God for the Christian 
call received through baptism and then for the deepening of that call through consecrated life in order to 
be ‘saints’ in the Church. 

It was also a very joyful event for us, the Blessed Sacrament Community at Matale and the 
parishioners of St. Thomas’ Church to witness to such a wonderful celebration of the Perpetual Profession 
of Bro. Emilio, SSS. As he leaves our shores, we say ‘good-bye’ to him and we await his coming to us in 
the near future too. 

Father Melraj Revel, SSS 
Co-Pastor at Matale 

I 

PERPETUAL PROFESSION 
IN SRI LANKA 
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History of the SSS Community in Cali 

Columbia 
 

 

 
hat were the three SSS religious (Juan Echevarría, José Miguel Larrañaga, Luis Otaegui) willing to 
go to Colombia asking for?  
 
 To experience life among the poorest of the poor. 

 To live in a SSS religious community that was homogeneous.  
 
The SSS religious invited to live this experience had participated as a missionary in the preparation of the 
International Eucharistic Congress that took place in Bogotá in 1968. Aware of the problems of the area he 
had travelled around, he considered that the city of Cali could be appropriate. This city, in around two years, 
had grown from having 200 thousand to 800 thousand people. 
 
Having declined the proposal made by the Bishop of Cúcuta he went to Cali, with clear objectives and very 
little money in his pockets. He was going on an adventure! 
 
It would be very ungrateful not to remember here the Religious Sisters of Holy Mother Laura (the Lauritas, 
as they are known in Colombia), a community where he had stayed as a missionary during the time of the 
Eucharistic Congress. He arrived there again and again they became his mothers and not only to him but 
for all the SSS religious who passed through their home.  
 
This religious was in constant communication with the people interested in Spain about all that was 
happening and all he was doing.  
 
In Cali he went to the Archdiocese’s offices. The priest who received him happened to be the Pastoral Vicar 
of the Diocese, so he presented to him the reason of his presence: “We, 4 SSS, religious want to open a 
Blessed Sacrament community in your Archdiocese”.  
 
The priest immediately replied: “This is beyond my responsibility. You must speak directly with the 
Archbishop”. The priest made an appointment for the religious to come the next day. The Archbishop, Mons. 
Alberto Uribe Urdaneta, welcomed him very kindly. The religious told him about the reason of his visit: “We 
are 4 religious: 2 ordained as priests and 2 religious with perpetual vows, not yet priests. We have been 
informed about the lack of priests in Cali and we want to help by setting up a Blessed Sacrament community 
in the Archdiocese”.  
 
“What we ask is: to be located in the largest and poorest neighbourhood of the city; we only have one 
condition: that if you don’t want us anymore in your Archdiocese you can give us a year notice. In the same 
way, if we decide we want to leave, we will let you know a year in advance; we also propose that everything 
that we build up and construct in the community (buildings, etc.), will remain for the benefit of the 
Archdiocese.” 
 
After presenting our request, the Archbishop commented: “This is curious! Just now some friars came, 
asking me to be in the largest and richest neighbourhood, and now you want the largest and poorest!”. 
 

To be continued… 
 

Father Lucinio Martin Herrero, sss 
Columbia-Peru, NOTIBIP 85 – October 2022 

 
  

W 
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Anniversaries of Profession and Ordination in December 2022 
 

07.12.1952 Fr Luigi GHERARDI Ponteranica, Italy  Ordination 70 

09.12.1972 Mgr. Sofronio BANCUD Cabanatuan City, Philippines Profession 50 

20.12.1997 Fr Robin CUSTODIO Quezon City, Philippines Ordination 25 

22.12.1962 Fr Antonio MOSCA Ponteranica, Italy Ordination 60 

23.12.1952 Fr Kevin GALLAGHER Kew East, Australia Profession 70 

25.12.1972 Fr Joseph DINH DONG SACH Paris, France Ordination 50 

26.12.1962 Fr Othmar ALBER Meran, Italy Ordination 60 

27.12.1972 Fr Ernest BEUTLER Colombier-Saugnieu, France Profession 50 

27.12.1972 Mgr. Edouard KISONGA NDINGA Kinshasa, Dem. Rep. Congo Profession 50 

27.12.1952 Br. Jean-Marie SANDOZ Paris, France  Profession 70 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our website www.ssscongregatio.org 
 

and the reserved area for the SSS Documents 
Contact the SSS Secretariat to get the access codes: 
segretariato@curiasss.net / vlemariey@curiasss.net 
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The death of a brother will be celebrated as a 
Paschal event filled with hope. We shall faithfully 
carry out the prescribed prayers for our deceased 
(RL 13). 

 
N. 1628 - Father Enrico MUSCIO 

Province: O. L. of the Blessed Sacrament 

Community: Ponteranica, Italy 

Death: 14 November 2022 

Age: 76 

Profession: 57 

Priesthood: 49 
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